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Activists  See  Victory  In  Defeat 

Wichita  Votes  To  Repeal  Ordinance 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

WICHITA,  KA  —  “People  won’t  be 
going  back  into  any  closets”  comment¬ 
ed  Robert  Lewis,  co-director  of  the 
Homophile  Alliance  of  Sedgewick 
County,  after  this  city’s  gay  civil  rights 
ordinance  was  repealed  by  a  five  to  one 
margin  on  May  9.  The  Alliance  organiz¬ 
ed  the  campaign  on  behalf  of  retaining 
the  city  ordinance. 

Opposition  to  the  ordinance  came 
mostly  from  fundamentalist  Christian 
groups.  They  organized  themselves  into 
the  Concerned  Citizens  for  Community 
Standards. 

Only  44%  of  eligible  voters  turned 
out  for  the  election.  Exactly  47,246 


voted  to  repeal  the  ordinance  while 
10,005  voted  to  retain  it. 

Lewis  told  GCN,  “We  were  very  dis¬ 
appointed  that  so  many  people  turned 
out  to  vote  against  homosexuality.  To 
the  voters,  the  issue  was  moral  versus 
immoral.  They  bought  the  line  that  we 
would  go  out  and  molest  their  children 
and  they  worried  we  would  turn  Wichita 
into  another  San  Francisco.  We  were 
even  more  disappointed  by  the  56%  that 
were  so  apathetic  that  they  didn’t  even 
bother  to  vote.” 

While  gay  activists  in  Wichita 
expressed  disappointment  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  results,  Lewis  told  GCN  that  they 
felt  good  about  what  took  place  outside 
of  the  voting  booths.  “During  this 


campaign  we’ve  educated  a  lot  of  the 
public  and  found  the  media  out  here  to 
be  very  supportive.”  Lewis  continued, 
“Before  last  year’s  Gay  Pride  Celebra¬ 
tion  there  were  no  open  gay  people  here. 
Now  that’s  all  changed.  People  are  feel¬ 
ing  energized  and  plan  to  get  involved  in 
the  Gay  Liberation  Movement.  ” 

Gay  activists  involved  in  the  referen¬ 
dum  campaign  expect  now  to  turn  some 
of  their  energy  into  organizing  for  this 
year’s  Gay  Pride  Celebration.  Some  will 
be  gearing  up  for  the  Congressional 
elections,  where  Congressman  Dan 
Glickman  (Dem.)  is  running  for  re- 
election.  Glickman  voted  for  an 
amendment  that  would  allow  legal  aid 
monies  to  be  spent  in  gay  rights  cases. 


His  opponent  has  already  begun  using 
this  issue  against  him  in  the  campaign. 

New  York,  San  Francisco  Protests 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  New  York  took  to  the  streets 
shortly  after  hearing  of  the  defeat  in 
Wichita.  On  May  10  in  New  York  City 
several  hundred  people  rallied  at  Sheri¬ 
dan  Square  protesting  the  defeat  of  the 
Wichita  bill  and  demanding  the  passage 
of  New  York’s  gay  rights  bill  —  Intro 
384.  The  rally  was  sponsored  by  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights. 

It  was  reported  that  several  hundred 
people  turned  out  for  a  spontaneous 
demonstration  in  San  Francisco  vowing 
to  continue  the  fight  for  human  rights. 


National  Week  Long  Vigil 

MCC  Holds  Three  Day  F ast 


Ernie  Lessa,  Ed  Hougen,  Ron  Clee  as  the  fast  begins 


By  Jim  Marko 

BOSTON  —  A  “Fast  for  Human 
Rights”  was  held  in  this  city  and  a 
number  of  other  communities  through¬ 
out  the  nation  from  midnight  May  10 
to  midnight  May  12.  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  clergy  held  the 
three  day  public  fast  to  “protest  the 
use  of  Christian  faith  as  a  means  to 
oppress  gays.” 

Hougen  in  Boston 

Edward  Hougen,  minister  of  the 
MCC  in  Boston,  spent  his  period  of 
fasting  on  the  plaza  in  front  of  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  building  in  Boston. 
He  received  only  water  and  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  Holy  Communion  daily  at 
12:30  p.m.  The  communion  came  in 
the  form  of  grape  juice  and  a  wafer. 

Hougen  told  GCN  that  his  protest, 
and  the  protest  of  his  fellow  clergy, 
would  “call  attention  to  the  misuse  of 
Christian  teaching.”  “We  are  calling 
the  church  to  repentance,”  Hougen 
said,  “and  will  let  people  know  that  the 
faith  and  teaching  of  the  church  is  not 
opposed  to  the  rights  of  gay  people.” 

Hougen  said  he  was  getting  about 
two  to  three  hours  of  sleep  a  night  on 


the  plaza  at  the  Kennedy  building.  He 
added,  however,  that  he  was  not  tired. 

Support  from  Members 

Along  with  Hougen  were  members 
of  the  MCC  Boston  congregation. 
They  “lent  their  support”  to  the 
efforts  and  also  handed  out  leaflets  to 
the  thousands  of  people  who  work  in 
and  around  the  area. 

The  leaflets  notified  people  that  the 


fast  was  for  “human  rights.”  “Re¬ 
cently  individuals  proclaiming  them¬ 
selves  as  conservative  fundamental 
religionists  have  begun  to  seek  refer¬ 
enda  to  repeal  civil  rights  for  homo¬ 
sexuals.  As  a  formal  protest  against  the 
repeal  of  homosexual  civil  rights  and  in 
support  of  civil  and  human  rights  for 
gay  persons.  Clergy  throughout  Amer¬ 
ica  are  participating  in  a  Fast  for 


§  Human  Rights,”  the  leaflet  read. 

& 

|  Prayer  and  Support 

g  Hougen  pointed  out  that  despite 
•*.  what  many  people  feel,  most  denomi- 
.g  nations  in  the  country  have  made  state¬ 
ly  ments  in  support  of  gay  rights.  “The 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Lu- 
o  theran  Church  in  America,  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  USA,  the 
Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congrega¬ 
tions,  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  the 
Moravian  Church  in  America  and  the 
Mass.  Council  of  Churches  all  have 
made  statements  in  support  of  human 
and  civil  rights,”  Hougen  said. 

In  addition  to  the  public  fasts,  MCC 
congregations  in  Boston  and  across  the 
nation  are  participating  in  a  national 
24  hour  a  day,  seven  day  prayer  vigil. 
“We  are  praying,”  Hougen  told  GCN, 
“for  the  enlightenment  of  those  in¬ 
dividuals  who  promote  homosexual 
oppression,  and  asking  that  prejudice 
be  turned  into  love  and  concern  for 
their  fellow  brothers  and  sisters.” 

“We  believe  in  the  spiritual  power 
and  the  power  of  God  and  the  prayers 
and  fast  will  focus  our  energies  on  the 
struggle  for  gay  rights,”  Hougen  said. 


American  Friends  Service  Committee  Includes  Affirmative  Action 


PHILADELPHIA  —  In  a  pioneer¬ 
ing  effort  to  establish  the  civil  rights  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  announced 
on  April  26  the  enactment  of  an 
Affirmative  Action  Plan  designed  to 
include  gay  people  as  well  as  women 
and  third  world  persons.  The  plan 
covers:  employment,  committee  and 
board  membership,  membership  in 
coalitions,  contractual  relationships, 
and  program  design  and  execution. 

Building  on  a  long  history  of  action 
in  the  civil  rights  and  peace  move¬ 
ments,  the  enactment  of  a  plan  to 
assure  greater  participation  of  third 
world  people  and  women  was  seen  as  a 
natural  next  step.  Discrimination 
against  gay  people,  however,  was 
brought  to  the  AFSC’s  attention  rela¬ 


tively  recently.  In  September  of  1975, 
four,  gay  people  involved  with  the 
AFSC  as  staff  and  committee  members 
sent  a  letter  throughout  the  organi¬ 
zation  announcing  that  they  were  gay, 
encouraging  other  gays  to  “come  out” 
and  asking  for  discussion  of  the 
problems  gay  people  faced  both  within 
the  AFSC  and  in  the  larger  society. 

More  gay  people  did  “come  out” 
and  discussions  occurred  throughout 
the  national  office  in  Philadelphia  and 
in  regional  offices  throughout  the 
country.  A  Board  of  Directors  minute 
was  written  in  June,  1976,  which  said: 
“The  AFSC  Board  of  Directors  sup¬ 
ports  the  civil  and  human  rights  of 
homosexual  and  bisexual  persons,  and 
commits  itself  to  implementation  of 
this  concern.”  Based  on  these  discus¬ 


sions  and  the  Board’s  directive,  the 
Affirmative  Action  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee  (created  in  June  1976)  was  given  the 
charge  to  consider  oppression  and 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  in  addition  to  race  and  sex. 

In  the  Affirmative  Action  Commit¬ 
tee’s  final  report,  it  said:  “Gay  people 
suffer  not  only  from  denial  of  legal 
rights  and  discrimination  in 
employment,  but  also  from  stereo¬ 
typing,  from  cruel  jokes,  and  from 
condescension.  Gay  people  are  one  of 
the  few  groups  of  people  remaining  in 
this  country  against  whom  it  is  legal  to 
pass  discriminatory  laws  and  mount 
popular  campaigns  denying  them 
rights.  Discrimination  against  the 
rights  of  women  and  third  world 
people  is  no  longer  widely  acceptable. 


This  is  not  true  of  gays,  and  the  open 
oppression  of  them  is  often  as  accepted 
as  it  is  pervasive.  In  this  public 
atmosphere,  it  is  vitally  important  that 
the  AFSC  make  a  clear  and  strong 
public  witness  in  its  deeds,  its  actions, 
and  in  what  it  is.” 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  goals 
outlined  in  the  plan,  a  Nationwide 
Affirmative  Action  Task  Force  which 
will  oversee  implementation  of  the 
plan,  has  been  created.  An  Affirmative 
Action  Department,  headed  by  an 
Affirmative  Action  Secretary,  is  being 
set  up  in  the  national  office  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Also  regional  Affirmative 
Action  Committees  are  being  estab¬ 
lished  (ten  regional  office  addresses  are 
on  the  news  release  letterhead). 

AFSC  is  in  the  process  of  recruiting 
an  Affirmative  Action  Secretary. 


■i 


News  Notes 


DISCRIMINATION  COMPLAINTS 

BOSTON  —  Discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race 
or  sex  in  any  licensed  premise  is  illegal  and  should 
be  reported  immediately.  Commissioner  Jon  C. 
Straight  of  the  Boston  Licensing  Board  told  GCN  last 
week,  "Any  person  who  feels  he  or  she  has  been 
discriminated  against  in  any  bar  should  contact  our 
Board.”  Letters  of  complaints  should  include  all 
necessary  particulars  and  be  sent  to  Boston  Li¬ 
censing  Board,  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201. 

PRISON  PERFORMERS 

FRAMINGHAM  —  The  Prison  Art  Project,  Com¬ 
munity  Services  and  the  Inmates  at  MCl-Framing- 
ham  will  be  performing  an  original  play  by  Fram¬ 
ingham  prisoners  entitled  "In  Search  Of”.  "In 
Search  Of”  is  an  inside  view  of  what  it  is  like  to  be 
raped.  The  play  represents  what  it  is  iike  for  all 
women,  of  all  ethnic  groups,  in  their  battle  against 
physical,  social  and  mental  rape.  The  play  will  be 
performed  on  June  2  at  7  p.m.  at  the  prison. 
Anyone  wishing  to  attend  the  performance  should 
contact  Jill  Heine  at  (617)  727-5056,  ext.  149, 
between  May  22  and  May  26  from  9-5  p.m.  Phone 
reservations  are  a  must  for  admittance  to  the 
prison. 

FOCUS  ON  BLACK  WOMEN 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  There  will  be  a  conference 
in  this  city  May  19-20  called  "Have  We  Come  A  Long 
Way?”.  Toni  Cade  Bambari  will  give  the  keynote 
speech  Friday  night  at  the  conference.  She  is  a 
writer,  lecturter,  and  participant  in  the  Black  and 
Women'?  Movements.  On  Saturday  there  will  be  a 
panel  discussion  which  will  include  speakers  on  the 
ERA,  Black  Women's  Liberation,  sexuality  akd 
sexual  alternatives,  affirmative  action  and 
abortion.  Workshops  will  cover  various  topics 
including  working  women’s  issues,  lesbian 
women's  issues,  abortion  rights,  women  and  the 
law,  and  Black  Women's  Liberation.  For  more 
information  write  Women's  Conference,  c/o  Dor¬ 
othy  Hardy,  Office  of  Specialized  Student  Services, 
Room  330  TUC  (136),  University  of  .Cincinnati,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  OH  45221.  (513)  475-6101. 


COMMUNITY  ATTITUDES 

NORMAN,  OK.  —  The  University  of  Oklahoma 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  and  the  Norman,  Oklahoma 
Human  Rights  Commission  have  announced  the 
publication  of  a  survey  report  entitled  "Community 
Attitude  Towards  Homosexuality  and  About  Homo¬ 
sexuals”.  They  see  the  survey  results  as  particu¬ 
larly  appropriate  for  use  in  a  university  community 
or  small  city  engaged  in  a  gay  rights  struggle.  The 
price  per  copy  is  $2.50.  Checks  or  money  orders 
should  be  made  payable  to  the  City  of  Norman,  and 
sent  to  the  Norman  Human  Rights  Commission, 
P.O.  Box  370,  Norman,  OK  73070. 


COUPLES  STUDY 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  Lesbian  couples  are  being 
sought  to  participate  in  a  national  study  of  what 
makes  relationships  between  two  people  work  and 
what  effect,  in  particular,  the  problems  of  being 
lesbian  have  on  how  long  the  relationship  lasts. 
The  information  will  be  used  to  better  understand 
the  issues  of  intimacy  in  general,  and  to  share  how 
other  couples  resolve  problems  in  their  relation¬ 
ships. 

Drs.  Pepper  Schwartz  and  Philip  Blumstein  of 
the  University  of  Washington,  who  are  conducting 
the  study,  are  presently  seeking  couples  to  com- 
pleteconfidentialquestionnaires.  Asmaller  number 
will  be  interviewed  later.  Everyone  who  responds 
is  guaranteed  anonymity.  Dr.  Schwartz  has  testi¬ 
fied  nationally  on  behalf  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
gay  foster  parents.  Blumstein  and  Schwartz  are 
both  members  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  and 
have  been  active  in  gay  civil  rights  in  Washington. 

For  purposes  of  the  study  they  are  looking  for 
couples  who  are  living  together.  Those  who  are 
interested  can  write  Schwartz  and  Blumstein,  c/o 
Department  of  Sociology  DK-40,  University  of 
Washington,  Seattle,  WA  98105. 
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BOSTON/BOISE 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston/Boise  Committee 
voted  at  its  meeting  on  May  9  to  hire  on  emergency 
co-ordinator  for  the  ten-week  period  during  which 
most  of  the  trials  will  take  place.  Any  person  who 
has  worked  in  any  way  with  or  for  the  Committee  is 
urged  to  apply  for  the  paid  position.  ($125/week). 
The  final  decision  on  the  staff  person  will  be  made 
at  the  next  Boston/Boise  meeting,  Thursday,  May 
24  at  Old  West  Church  at  8  p.m.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  paid  staff  position  contact  John  Mitzel 
(617)  423-4340. 


LAW  SCHOOL  SUPPORT 

ST.  PAUL,  MN  —  Exactly  one  week  after  this 
city  repealed  the  affectional  or  sexual  preference 
provision  of  the  city's  Human  Rights  Ordinance,  a 
St.  Paul  law  school,  Hamline  University  School  of 
Law,  went  on  record  against  such  discrimination. 

The  law  faculty,  unanimously  by  voice  vote, 
approved  a  resolution  which  stated  that  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  the  admission  of  law  students  based  on 
affectional  or  sexual  preference  violated  school 
policy.  The  faculty  also  endorsed  a  resolution  simi¬ 
lar  to  one  passed  by  New  York  University  School  of 
Law  in  March,  which  makes  the  school's  Placement 
Office  off-limits  to  employers  who  discriminate  on 
such  a  basis. 

Earlier,  the  Dean  of  the  law  school,  by  written 
memorandum,  informed  employees  of  the  school 
that  decisions  regarding  hiring,  retention,  and  pro¬ 
motion  of  gay  people  would  not  be  affected  by  the 
April  25  city-wide  repeal. 


LESBIAN  MOTHERS  PAMPHLET 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Iris  Films/Iris  Feminist  Col¬ 
lective,  the  producers  of  "In  the  Best  Interests  of 
the  Children,"  a  film  about  lesbian  mothers  and 
child  custody,  has  published  a  pamphlet  of  the 
same  name,  sharing  the  research  on  resources  for 
lesbian  mothers  that  went  into  the  film.  For  a  copy, 
write  Iris  Films,  P.O.  Box  26463,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90026.  Suggested  donation  is  $1.50  (includes  post¬ 
age). 


SWEDEN  PASSES  GAY  BILL 

STOCKHOLM  —  The  Swedish  Parliament  has 
passed  a  bill  ending  legal  discrimination  against 
gay  people.  The  minimum  age  for  homosexual  re¬ 
lations  has  been  lowered  from  18  to  15,  the  same 
as  for  heterosexuals.  Exceptions  are  made  when 
one  person  is  in  a  position  of  authority  or  when 
payment  is  made  —  in  such  caSes  the  statutory 
minimum  was  lowered  from  20  to  18. 

ANTI-ABORTION  GROUP 

OPPOSES  GAYS 

QUEBEC  —  An  anti-abortion  group  has  regi¬ 
stered  the  first  public  protest  against  the  "sexual 
orientation’  amendment  added  to  the  Quebec 
Human  Rights  Charter  three  months  ago.  In  a  letter 
to  the  French  language  community  paper  Le  Quide, 
the  Front  Commun  pourle  Respect  de  la  Vie  (FCRV) 
denounced  the  adoption  of  the  sexual  orientation 
amendment.  FCRV  is  the  Quebec  equivalent  of  the 
Right  to  Life  groups  in  the  United  States.  Robert 
Daoust,  vice  president  of  the  FCRV  said  that  "ho¬ 
mosexuality  is  an  anti-natural  inclination  of  protec¬ 
tion  and  fusion  toward  the  same  sex",  and  that 
those  who  behave  in  such  behavior  are  "generally 
weak,  unstable,  subject  to  shifts  in  mood.  .  .  ." 


HEALTH  CONFERENCE 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  On  May  19-21,  the  First 
National  Gay  Health  Conference,  sponsored  by  the 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition,  will  be  held  in  this 
city.  The  conference  is  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
only.  "The  Health  Closet:  Opening  the  door  on  Gay 
Health  Issues”  will  be  the  theme.  Workshop  topics 
include:  Coping  with  Homophobia,  Gay  Therapy, 
Sex  Education,  Services  for  the  Aging  Gay 
Community,  Sexually  Transmitted  Diseases,  and 
Sexism  in  Medical  Education.  Those  interested  in 
attending  the  conference  should  write  to:  National 
Gay  Health  Conference,  501  South  44th  St.,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.  19104.  Pre-registration  is  $5  for  stu¬ 
dents  and  $20  for  all  others.  The  conference  will 
take  place  at  the  All  Soul's  Church,  16th  and 
Harvard  streets,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 


GAY  SOCIAL  WORKERS 

BOSTON  —  On  April  3,  1978  a  group  of  Social 
Workers  and  Social  Work  Students  met  for  the  first 
time  to  discuss  issues  pertinent  to  Gay  members  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social  Workers.  It  was 
decided  that  regular  meetings  were  needed,  and 
that  two  of  the  participants,  Gary  Drake,  ACSW 
and  Frank  Ring,  ACSW,  would  meet  with  Carol  Brill, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Massachusetts  Chapter  of 
NASW,  to  explore  the  mechanics  of  creating  a 
special  Task  Force  to  focus  upon  the  concerns  of 
Gay  Social  Workers,  Social  Work  Students,  and 
clients. 

The  purpose  of  the  Gay  Task  Force  would  be  to 
implement,  on  a  local  level,  Resolution  21  of  the 
1975  Delegate  Assembly  of  NASW  (In  Support  of: 
"Civil  Rights  of  Homosexually  Oriented  Women  and 
Men").  This  would  include  keeping  NASW  member¬ 
ship  informed  of  current  social  legislation  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  civil  rights  of  Gays,  and  exploring  em¬ 
ployment  discrimination  against  qualified  Gay 
Social  Workers,  as  well  as  highlighting  the  special 
needs  of  Gay  clients  for  Social  Work  practitioners, 
and  providing  Gay  Social  Workers  and  Social  Work 
Students  with  a  visible  and  professional  support 
system. 

All  persons  interested  in  attending  a  Task 
Force  planning  meeting  on  Monday,  May  22,  at  8:00 
p.m.,  are  encouraged  to  telephone  Gary  Drake  at 
(617)  566-6505,  days  or  evenings. 

BLOCK-BUSTING 

BOSTON  —  Boston  Police  arrested  seven  men 
last  Tuesday  evening  on  charges  of  prostitution.  Six 
arrests  were  made  by  plainclothes  police  officers 
assigned  to  the  anti-crime  unit  on  "The  Block,"  the 
area  bounded  by  Arlington,  Berkeley,  and  Marl¬ 
borough  Streets,  and  Commonwealth  Avenue.  In 
addition,  one  man  was  arrested  at  2:40  a.m.  (on 
Wednesday)  on  Providence  Street  near  the  Grey¬ 
hound  terminal. 

Officer  Angelo  Terrizzi,  well-known  for  his 
many  arrests  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  during 
March,  suffered  an  embarrassment  last  Friday  at 
Boston  Municipal  Court.  Judge  Joseph  DeGugli- 
emo,  considered  the  most  homophobic  judge  at 
BMC,  refused  to  convict  a  man  whom  Terrizzi 
arrested  on  "The  Block"  for  being  a  prostitute,  and 
instead  continued  the  case  without  a  finding  for 
three  months.  The  defendant  was  49  years  old. 

GAY  HEALTH  WORKERS 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  steering  committee 
of  the  Gay  Public  Health  Workers  Caucus  of  the 
American  Public  Health  Association  met  here  re¬ 
cently  to  plan  activities  for  the  coming  year.  The 
caucus  will  staff  an  exhibition  booth,  maintain  a 
hospitality  suite  and  sponsor  the  presentation  of 
scientific  papers  related  to  health  needs  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  at  this  year's  APHA  convention.  The 
convention  is  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles, 
Oct.  15  to  19. 

The  Gay  Public  Health  Workers  Caucus  is  a 
group  of  health  workers  whose  goals  are  to  im¬ 
prove  the  health  care  received  by  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  protect  the  civil  and  human  rights  of  gay 
health  workers  and  to  "help  eradicate  homophobia 
and  sexism  from  U.S.  society.” 

For  further  information  or  to  join  the  Caucus, 
write  to  Walter  Lear,  M.D.,  GPHWC,  206  W.  35th 
St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19104. 


FLORIDA  CONFERENCE 

TALLAHASSEE,  FL  —  The  Third  Annual  Florida 
Conference  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  be  held 
on  the  campus  of  Florida  State  University  in  Talla¬ 
hassee,  over  Memorial  Day  weekend.  Co-hosted  by 
the  Florida  State  University  Alliance  for  Gay 
Awareness  and  other  Tallahassee  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  including  MCC  of  Tallahassee,  the  conference 
will  feature  Barbara  Gittings,  Adam  DeBaugh,  Dan 
Curzon,  Ralph  Blair,  Phylis  Lyon,  and  Karla  Jay. 
Some  fifty  workshops  on  subjects  ranging  from 
aging,  to  homosexuality  and  the  Bible,  to  labels 
and  stereotypes,  will  span  the  three-day  meeting. 
Social  activities  planned  include  a  lake-side  party, 
movies,  a  coffee  house  and  special  evening  hosted 
by  one  of  the  local  gay  bars. 

Pre-registration  for  the  conference  is  encour¬ 
aged.  For  further  information  and/or  registration 
contact:  The  Third  Annual  Gay  Conference,  c/o  The 
Alliance  for  Gay  Awareness,  P.O.  Box  U-6573, 
F.S.U.,  Tallahassee,  FL  32313. 


Republicans  Choose  Anti-Gay  Candidate 


By  Dave  Drolet 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  At  the  1978 
Pre-Primary  Republican  State  Con¬ 
vention  held  Saturday,  May  6th, 
Massachusetts  Republican  delegates, 
sharply  divided  between  liberals  and 
conservatives,  chose  as  their  nominee 
for  Governor  Edward  F.  King,  a  con¬ 
servative  from  West  Roxbury  who,  in 
his  campaign  literature,  voices  opposi¬ 
tion  to  House  Bill  3676,  the  bill  intro¬ 
duced  by  Rep.  Elaine  Noble  in  the  last 
session  to  prohibit  discrimination 
against  gay  people.  Delegates  also 
chose  two  pro-gay  rights  legislators, 
Sen.  Edward  W.  Brooke  and  Rep. 
Peter  McDowell  of  Dennis,  for  the  of¬ 
fices  of  U.S.  Senator  and  Lieutenant 
Governor  respectively.  Over  1800  Re¬ 
publicans  cast  votes  at  the  non-binding 
convention.  The  actual  nominees  to 
appear  on  the  Nov.  2  ballot  will  be  de¬ 
cided  by  registered  Republicans  (and 
Independents)  at  the  primary  on  Sep. 
19th.  The  reason  for  the  Pre-Primary  is 

Annual  Teachers 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  Teach¬ 
ers  Association  voted  at  its  May  5  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  at  the  Boston-Sheraton 
Park  Hotel  against  a  resolution  which 
condemned  the  “heinous  crime  of  using 
children  for  sex  and  profit”.  The  de¬ 
feated  resolution  called  for  “severe 
penalties  against  child  pornographers 
and  those  who  profit  from  or  are  in¬ 
volved  in  child  prostitution.”)  The 
resolution  was  endorsed  by  the  MTA 
Board  along  with  more  than  twenty 
other  resolutions  on  public  issues.  It  was 
the  only  one  of  the  resolutions  to  fail. 

Tom  Reeves,  an  openly  gay  teacher- 
delegate  at  the  convention,  spoke 
against  the  resolution.  He  said,  “This 
resolution  panders  to  the  homophobia 
fanned  by  District  Attorney  Byrne, 
Anita  Bryant  and  others.  Child  prosti¬ 
tution  and  child  pornography  are 
minescule  when  compared  with  the 
murder,  injury  and  emotional  scarring 
of  children  by  parents  and  others  in¬ 
cluding  teachers,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  This  Union  will  be  hypo- 


to  establish  front  runners  and  to  give 
party  regulars  some  input  into  the 
process. 

“I’m  not  against  gays,”  King  told 
GCN  shortly  before  he  addressed  the 
assembly,  “I  believe  in  hiring  the  best 
qualified  person  that  walks  into  my  of¬ 
fice,  but  I  don’t  believe  that  openly  gay 
people  should  be  hired  for  sensitive 
positions.”  In  his  campaign  literature, 
King  assails  his  opponent  Frank  Hatch 
of  Beverly,  (Minority  Leader  in  the 
House  and  a  co-sponsor  of  the  Noble 
bill)  both  for  Hatch’s  support  of  the 
bill  and  his  refusal  to  vote  for  the  Long 
amendment  to  the  bill,  an  amendment 
which  would  have  exempted  police, 
firepersons,  teachers,  prison  guards, 
mental  health  workers,  and  other  em¬ 
ployees  in  a  broad  category  of  “sensi¬ 
tive”  positions  from  coverage  under 
the  anti-discrimination  legislation. 
“The  so-called  ‘Gay  Rights’  bill,” 
King’s  pamphlet  states,  “would  have 
forced  the  State,  as  well  as  cities  and 


towns,  to  employ  homosexuals  —  even 
those  who  flagrantly  flaunt  their  per¬ 
version.  It  was  sponsored  by  Rep. 
Elaine  Noble,  a  self-proclaimed  les¬ 
bian.  One  can  imagine,”  King  goes  on, 
“such  a  law,  if  enacted,  leading  to  an 
affirmative  action  plan  which  would 
compel  cities  and  towns  to  hire  a  quota 
of  homosexual  policemen.  Frank 
Hatch  voted  with  Elaine  Noble  against 
this  reasonable  (Long)  amendment,” 
the  statement  concludes,  “in  effect 
saying  that  state  and  local  government 
should  be  forced  to  hire  homosexuals 
even  for  these  sensitive  positions.” 

On  the  other  hand,  King  describes 
himself  as  something  of  a  libertarian, 
saying  that  government  should  keep 
out  of  people’s  bedrooms.  This  posi¬ 
tion  is  in  agreement  with  a  plank  in  the 
platform  that  the  party  adopted  at  the 
same  convention  calling  for  the  “sys¬ 
tematic  review  and  elimination  of  laws 
restricting  private  activities  between 
consenting  adults.” 


King  selected  Representative  Peter 
McDowell,  of  Dennis,  as  his  running 
mate  for  the  Lieutenant  Governorship. 
Asked  by  GCN  to  explain  his  running 
mate’s  anti-gay  positions,  McDowell 
pleaded  embarassment  and  shrugged 
his  shoulders.  He  said  that  he  himself 
had  voted  for  the  bill  and  concluded  by 
saying  that  “gay  people  don’t  belong 
in  the  closet.” 

Frank  Hatch  has  vowed  to  stay  in 
the  race  for  the  gubernatorial  nomina¬ 
tion  and  to  take  his  case  to  the  voters  in 
the  September  primary.  Sheriff  John  J. 
Buckley  of  Middlesex  County,  another 
contender  for  the  nomination,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  withdraw.  Senator  Brooke, 
who  has  written  to  local  gay  rights  or¬ 
ganizations  expressing  his  support  of 
gay  rights  proposals,  will  be  facing  Avi 
Nelson,  former  radio  personality,  in 
the  Republican  primary.  Nelson  did 
not  seek  the  endorsement  of  the  pre¬ 
primary  convention.  Rep.  Noble  will 
be  seeking  the  Democratic  nomination 
for  the  same  Senate  seat. 


Association  Meeting  Debates  Issues 


critical  if  it  passes  such  a  blatantly  politi¬ 
cal  and  anti-gay  resolution.  Every 
teacher  knows  where  the  real  molesta¬ 
tion  of  children  occurs  —  in  schools  and 
at  home.”  He  urged  defeat  of  the 


motion  and  proposed  a  substitute. 

The  substitute  motion  condemned 
“all  forms  of  exploitation  of  children 
for  profit  to  the  detriment  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  involved.”  It  called  for  “severe 


penalties  for  all  who  exploit  children  to 
their  detriment  —  especially  parents, 
teachers  and  others  who  physically  and 
psychologically  abuse  children,  and  for 
those  who  use  unfair  advertising 
practices  aimed  at  children,  and  those 
who  exploit  children  to  their  detriment 
c  through  child  pornography  and  child 
S.  prostitution.  ”  Reeves’  substitute  was 
I  passed  by  an  overwhelming  margin  and 
S  his  Femarks  received  heavy  applause 
1  from  the  1 100  teacher  delegates. 

Reeves  believed  the  resolution  that 
^  passed  “is  important  because  it  puts  the 
emphasis  on  physical  and  psychological 
o  abuse  by  parents  and  teachers  and 
others,  rather  than  on  sexual  abuse.  It 
also  stresses  that  the  exploitation  must 
be  proven  to  be  to  the  detriment  of  the 
children.”  Reeves  is  a  member  of  the 
state  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Community  College  Faculty 
Union  and  was  elected  this  month  as 
MTA  and  NEA  (National  Education 
Association)  delegate  from  the 
Community  Colleges. 


Boston  Area  Teachers  Organize 


ByEricRogers 

BOSTON  —  The  first  meeting  of 
Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Teachers 
took  place  on  Tuesday,  May  9  at  the  of¬ 
fices  of  Dignity  in  Boston.  Over  twenty- 
five  women  and  men  came  together  to 
discuss  tbeir  experiences  in  the  teaching 
profession.  Pre-school,  elementary, 
secondary,  and  college  teachers  were 
present  from  as  far  away  as  New 
Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island. 


One  of  the  major  issues  of  concern  to 
many  of  the  teachers  present  was  the 
risk  involved  in  attending  such  a 
meeting.  One  woman  expressed  her 
fears  that  other  non-gay  people  might 
be  present  representing  school  boards. 
Gay  people  are  not  protected  legally  in 
Massachusetts  from  dismissal  due  to 
their  sexuality. 

Other  issues  addressed  at  the  meeting 


included  gay-baiting  by  students, 
avoidance  of  bars  and  political  activi¬ 
ties,  and  the  general  strain  and  frustra¬ 
tions  felt  by  gay  teachers.  Separate  cau¬ 
cuses  met  representing  elementary  and 
high  school  teachers  to  discuss  specific 
problems  with  children  of  different 
ages. 

Gay  teacher  groups  have  been  formed 
throughout  the  nation  over  the  past  five 


years.  Groups  now  exist  in  New  York, 
San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles.  The 
Boston  group  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
New  England. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Teachers  group  will  be  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  24  at  7pm  at  355  Boylston  St. 
in  Boston.  All  lesbian  and  gay  teachers, 
ex-teachers  and  schoolworkers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  attend. 


Women’s  Community  Health  Center  Wins  Fight 


CAMBRIDGE  —  Despite  three 
years  of  intense  harassment  from  gov¬ 
ernment  agencies  and  compulsory 
pregnancy  advocates,  Women’s  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  (WCHC)  has 
been  successful  in  obtaining  a  clinic 
license.  On  April  25  the  Public  Health 
Council  approved  the  Center’s  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  free  standing  clinic  license. 
WCHC  feels  this  represents  an  “enor¬ 
mous  victory  for  both  the  Health 
Center  and  the  feminist  self-help  move¬ 
ment.” 

The  Health  Center  is  a  women 
owned  and  controlled  self-help  facility 


which  has  been  offering  health  infor¬ 
mation  and  health  services  to  women 
for  over  four  years.  The  Center’s  ser¬ 
vices  include  educational  groups  and 
presentations,  well-woman  gynecologi¬ 
cal  care,  pregnancy  screening,  and 
abortion  care,  as  well  as  all-lesbian 
self-help  groups  which  deal  specifically 
with  lesbian  health  and  sexuality.  The 
next  lesbian  self-help  group  begins 
May  3.  If  you  a’  nterested  you  are 
asked  to  call  WCH 
WCHC  told  GCN,  “The  seemingly 
easy  vote  of  approval  from  the  Public 
Health  Council  belies  the  three  years  of 


struggle  which  the  Center  has  under¬ 
gone  in  order  to  gain  the  license.  With 
enormous  amounts  of  support  from 
the  community  the  Center  was  able  to 
win  a  two-year  battle  over  zoning, to 
fight  unauthorized  actions  from  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  in  1976, 
and  most  recently  to  thwart  attempts 
Oi'  compulsory  pregnancy  advocates  to 
close  the  Center.” 

In  order  to  be  licensed.  Women’s 
Community  Health  Center  had  to 
move  from  its  location  at  137  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.  in  Cambridge  to  639  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Ave.  (Rm.  230)  in  Central 
Square.  Ovt  :  two-thirds  of  the  $30,000 


needed  to  renovate  the  new  space  has 
already  been  raised  through  financial 
contributions  from  supporters  of  the 
center. 

In  a  statement  to  the  press  WCHC 
said,  “Victory  in  the  fight  for  a  clinic 
license  demonstrates  the  power  women 
have  in  aggressively  demanding  our 
right  to  control  our  lives.  However,  the 
attack  on  all  women’s  rights  to  safe 
abortions  continues.  Now  that  time, 
money,  and  energy  no  longer  need  to 
go  into  becoming  licensed,  WCHC  can 
apply  more  of  its  resources  in  addi¬ 
tional  ways  to  the  struggles  of  women 
to  control  our  own  bodies.” 
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community  voices 


spartacist 

falsehoods 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Speaking  Out  column  of  May  6  supplied 
by  the  Spartacist  League  is  a  remarkable  cata¬ 
logue  of  falsehoods.  The  SL  writers  claim  that 
Marxism  “at  its  very  inception  championed  the 
rights  of  homosexuals.”  The  Paris  Manuscripts 
of  1844  and  the  Communist  Manifesto  (1848), 
though  they  do  treat  of  sexual  matters,  contain 
not  one  word  in  defense  of  homosexuals.  We 
must  wait  in  fact  until  1884  when  Engels  in  his 
Origins  of  the  Family,  Private  Property  and  the 
State  denounced  “the  abominable  practice  of 
sodomy”  among  Greek  men.  Isn’t  it  about  time 
that  gay  Marxists  acknowledged  the  presence  of 
this  bigoted  outburst  in  one  of  their  cherished 
“classics”? 

Particularly  shocking  is  the  SL  citation  of  J.  B. 
(not  J.  F.)  von  Schweitzer  as  a  gay  beneficiary  of 
Marxism.  In  fact,  as  Hubert  Kennedy  has  shown, 
Schweitzer  was  the  target  of  some  particularly 
vicious  fag-baiting  from  the  pen  of  Karl  Marx 
himself.  In  Germany  towards  the  end  of  the  19th 
century  it  is  true  that  such  figures  as  Bebel  and 
Bernstein  did  lend  support  to  the  cause  of  gay 
rights.  However,  they  were  Social  Democrats,  a 
tendency  that  today’s  “vanguard”  Marxist 
grouplets  usually  dismiss  as  Revisionist.  In  no 
sense  can  German  Social  Democracy  be  counted 
as  an  ancestor  of  any  type  of  contemporary 
institutional  Marxism. 

In  the  case  of  Soviet  Russia  the  writers  once 
more  trot  out  the  shopworn  passage  by  Batkis,  a 
minor  functionary.  Why  don’t  they  cite  pro-gay 
statements  by  Lenin  and  Trotsky?  Of  course 
there  are  none. 

After  a  parade  of  errors  and  selective  evidence 
the  piece  trails  off  into  a  murky  series  of  quibbles 
about  the  merits  of  sexual  freedom  —  as  if  the 
dogmatic  SL  obsession  with  “correct  political 
analysis”  had  any  real  meaning  for  gay  people. 
All  in  all  this  piece  of  sophistry  concocted  by  the 
Spartacist  League  is  so  pathetic  that  one  might 
almost  suspect  that  it  had  been  supplied  by  the 
FBI  in  an  effort  to  discredit  the  group.  More 
likely  it  is  part  of  a  desperate  attempt  to  replenish 
shrinking  membership  rolls  after  the  halcyon 
days  of  the  ’sixties.  Few  will  be  taken  in  by.such  a 
clumsy  effort  at  cooptation. 

Sincerely, 

Wayne  Dynes 
New  York  City 


The  above  Ihcnnoineier  will  weekly  show  (i('N Vproiiresv 
urn  arils  solvency  in  IVs.  The  main  source  of  ailUiiioiuil 
income  will  he  generated  by  .1  series  ol  benelils.  You  can 
contribute  simply  by  attending.  It  von  are  unable  to  attend 
01  wish  to  make  a  larget  donation  we  are  also  encouraging 
people  to  send  contributions  to 

SOLVENCY  ’78 
GCN 

22  BROMFIKLD  ST. 

BOSTON.  MASS.  02108 


Please  Support  the  Community 
Support  Fund  with  Pledges 
c  o  GCN  Uox  CSF 


library  protest 

Dear  GCN, 

[Re:  response  to  letter  by  Kevin  Fallon  in  GCN 
No.  41.] 

Obviously  you  have  never  been  involved  in 
Boston  politics,  as  you  think  you  have,  for  if  one 
truly  gets  involved  in  any  political  caucus  in  this 
city,  one’s  consciousness  is  awakened  to  far  more 
than  just  the  cause  one  is  fighting  for. 

You  say  that  you  question  the  prudence  of 
“these”  people,  in  their  protestation  of  the 
illegal  entrapment  techniques  of  the  Boston 
Police.  Sir,  have  you  removed  yourself  from  our 
ranks,  or  are  you  truly  homosexual?  Constantly  I 
hear  from  other  homosexuals  and  lesbians  about 
“those  people,”  i.e.  the  supposed  Revere  child 
molestation  ring,  or  nurses  striking  for  basic 
rights  like  vacation  or  overtime  pay,  or  arresting 
of  men  at  the  bird  sanctuary.  Very  rarely  do  I 
hear  people  say,  “that  could  have  been  me!” 

Frankly  I  do  not  give  a  damn  about  your  “out¬ 
standing  academic  professional  record,”  for  it  is 
not  your  academic  record  that  is  going  to  stand 
up  to  two  hundred  homophobic  police  officers 
who  are  projecting  that  homosexuals  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  want  to  take  over  the  library  —  but  people 
like  myself  who  are  tired  of  being  a  scapegoat  for 
a  heterosexual  pseudo-masculine  oriented, 
fascist  society. 

Mr.  Fallon,  being  a  chemical  engineering 
graduate  from  MIT,  it  strikes  me  that  perhaps 
you  are  unaware  of  the  elitist  circles  that  you  are 
constantly  subjected  to  —  a)  due  to  your  pro¬ 
fession  and  b)  your  financial  solvency  in  being 
able  to  attend  MIT  or  Harvard  where  the  doors 
of  Widener  Library  open  their  gates  to  their 
children.  There  are  those  of  us  who  have  no 
other  educational  outlet  except  for  our  local 
public  library.  I  do  not  care  what  one’s  proclivi¬ 
ties  are.  An  authoritarian  figure  like  a  police 
officer  has  no  right  to  arrest  anyone  simply 
because  (s)he  suspects  one  of  being  deviant. 

I  do  not  live  a  socially  “normal”  and  “accept¬ 
able”  life.  And,  Mr.  Fallon,  neither  do  you.  The 
sooner  you  face  that  fact  the  better  off  you  will 
be.  Your  major  problems  appear  to  be  (as 
pointed  out  by  your  letter)  a)  you  are  trying  to 
judge  ypurself  and  others  by  religious  morals  and 
ethics  that  are  predominantly  untypical  of  (y)our 
lifestyle,  and  b)  you,  like  most  homosexuals,  are 
afraid  to  be  justifiably  angry.  Rather  (in  your 
perspective),  it  is  safer  to  be  non-confrontive. 

We  protested  at  the  library,  not  because  of  the 
issue  of  "public  sex”  but  because  people  were 
being  intimidated  into  “guilt”  and  ultimately 
arrested  for  being  homosexual  or  suspected  of 
such. 

Mr.  Fallon,  I  also  do  not  desire  to  engage  in 
public  sex,  but  I  do  not  lay  my  values  or  morals 
on  someone  who  needs  the  danger,  the  entice¬ 
ment  and  excitement  of  forbiddeness.  You  con¬ 
stantly  lay  value  judgments  on  our  kind:  “How¬ 
ever,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  excuse  the  actions 
of  gay  men  who  are  outwardly  promiscuous 
.  .  .”  What  is  the  matter,  Mr.  Fallon?  Are  you 
afraid  of  their  honesty  and  their  need? 

Experience  has  taught  me  as  a  person  and 
especially  as  a  homosexual  that  the  responsibility 
for  suffering  lies  not  solely  on  the  shoulders  of 
those  that  perpetrate  our  weaknesses,  but  also 
lies  with  those  of  us  who  are  foolish  enough  to 
allow  it  to  continue. 

Roger  L.  Henry 
Boston 

NEWS  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for 
a  News  Editor.  Must  have  nerves  of 
steel,  an  iron  constitution,  and  an 
affinity  for  poverty  ($70  per  week). 
Call  Jim  or  Richard  at  426-4469. 


offended  by  article 

Dear  Editors: 

This  letter  is  in  regards  to  an  article  in  the 
GCN  dated  March  25,  1978  called  Lesbian 
Mothers. 

I  have  known  plenty  of  lesbian  women  with 
children  and  I  was  offended  and  angry  to  see  a 
group  of  lesbian  mothers  with  paper  bags  over 
their  heads  on  the  front  page  of  the  GCN! 

•  I  don’t  think  that  this  represents  all  lesbian 
women  who  have  accepted  the  responsibility  of 
raising  children  and  being  gay. 

It  is  good  there  is  a  group  and/or  space  for 
lesbian  women  with  children.  We  all  need  to 
relate  to  each  other  as  women  and  as  lesbians. 
And  most  lesbians  don’t  ask  lesbian  mothers  to 
defend  and/or  apologize  to  other  women  for 
having  children.  That’s  absurd! 

This  article  is  about  incidents  and  old  hash 
that  has  happened  a  long  time  ago  between  small 
groups  of  separatists  who  did  not  speak  for  the 
whole  lesbian  community.  And  I  feel  the  inci¬ 
dents  in  reference  in  the  article  are  outdated  and 
play  on  people’s  fears  and  paranoia  by  project¬ 
ing  and  overplaying  incidents  that  are  history, 
and  a  part  of,  but  not  the  whole  of  the  spectrum 
of  being  gay  women,  which  is  being  free  to  love 
each  other  and  being  second  to  none  in  any 
world. 

If  Lesbian  Mothers  felt  like  they  could  not  be 
exposed,  there  should  not  have  been  any  pictures 
taken  because  the  ones  that  were  shown  are  in 
very  bad  taste  and  they  are  damaging  to  what  all 
lesbians  are  about;  for  example,  the  snapshot  of 
the  woman  sitting  in  front  of  the  window, 
appearing  to  be  contemplating  suicide  with  the 
rest  looking  on  helplessly.  I  don’t  see  anything 
positive  in  any  of  these  pictures.  It  does  nothing 
for  the  progress  that  we  have  made  over  the  past 
few  years.  And  it  is  not  encouraging  to  lesbians 
dealing  on  any  issues  in  the  gay  community. 

Do  lesbians  and  lesbian  mothers  go  around 
with  paper  bags  over  their  heads?  And  I  would 
appreciate  an  explanation  of  the  weird  dolls  in 
the  picture.  Is  that  what  the  children  of  lesbians 
look  like??  I  have  never  seen  any  kids  that  look 
like  that!! 

I  hope  this  article  does  reach  lesbian  women 
with  children  who  are  afraid  to  come  out  of  the 
closet  so  that  they  can  be  assured  that  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  lesbian  community  does  not  go  around 
with  a  paper  bag  over  their  heads  and  funny 
looking  dolls  in  their  hands.  There  is  a  space  in 
the  gay  community  for  lesbian  mothers..  And 
lesbians  can  and  do  understand  the  needs  of 
lesbian  women  and  children. 

Sincerely, 

LaVerne  Lewis 


word  is  out 

,fl! 

•To  the  Editor: 

,  I  have  just  seen  Word  Is  Out.  I  feel  an  absolute 
compulsion  to  write.  Not  since  Mother  realized 
that  my  lover  and  I  went  on  picnics  with  a  real 
charcoal  grill  and  did  our  laundry  together  every 
Tuesday  night  have  I  observed  such  an  effective 
demonstration  of  the  ordinariness  of  those  of  us 
who  are  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

The  film’s  editing  is  inspired:  jig  saw  pieces  of 
film  slowly  reveal  the  participants  and  their  inter¬ 
relationships.  Documentary  as  mystery  — 
Divine. 

I  urge  GCN  readers  to  see  the  film;  I  urge 
homophobes  to  see  the  film.  I  wish  that  it  could 
be  presented  as  an  NBC  Big  Event.  It  would  have 
an  impact  comparable  to  Roots  or  Holocaust. 

Voice  of  the  Gaytoo 
Boston 

GCN  welcomes  lelters  and  comments 
from  our  readers.  Letters  for  publica¬ 
tion  should  be  typed  (double-spaced), 
or  printed  neatly,  and  signed.  If  re¬ 
quested,  your  name  will  be  withheld. 


involved  with  BPL 

(The  following  two  letters  were  recently 
received  from  Sanford  Latner,  Chair¬ 
person  of  the  Social  Action  Committee 
of  the  Arlington  Street  Church,  which 
has  protested  the  massive  arrests  at  the 
Boston  Public  Library.  They  are  re¬ 
printed  for  the  information  of  GCN’s 
readers:) 

Dear  Mr.  Latner: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  March 
27  which  included  a  resolution  urging  an 
investigation  into  the  recent  series  of 
arrests  which  have  occurred  at  the 
Boston  Public  Library. 

Through  my  discussions  with  Library 
and  police  officials,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  these  arrests  were  executed  in  a 
proper  manner  and  as,  such,  did  not  in¬ 
fringe  upon  the  constitutional  rights  of 
those  involved. 

A  police  involvement  and  the  arrests 
that  followed  came  as  the  result  of 
numerous  complaints  from  various 
Library  administrators  and  patrons 
who  spoke  of  open  sexual  activity 
taking  place  in  the  Library’s  public  rest¬ 
room.  This  activity  cannot  and  will  not 
be  tolerated  in  an  area  that  is  used  by  the 
general  public. 

1  regret  that  members  of  your  Church 
community  feel  otherwise.  Patrons  of 
any  public  facility  should  not  have  to  be 
exposed  to  this  type  of  activity. 

We  will  continue  to  monitor  this 
situation.  You  can  be  assured  of  my 
commitment  to  maintain  the  overall 
respectability  and  educational  purpose 
of  the  library.  However,  I  am  also 
committed  to  prevent  any  unnecessary 
abuse  or  improprieties,  resulting  from 
the  involvement  of  this  City’s  police 
department. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin  H.  White 
Mayor  of  Boston 

Dear  Mr.  Latner: 

I  have  received  a  copy  fo  the  Church’s 
resolution  relating  to  the  recent  series  of 
arrests  made  at  the  Boston  Public 
Library. 

The  Police  Department  did  not  ini¬ 
tiate  this  type  of  action.  Rather,  our 
involvement  came  as  the  result  of 
numerous  complaints  made  by  Library 
visitors  and  administrators  who  were 
“harassed”  by  the  solicitations  of  cer¬ 
tain  male  patrons  of  the  Library’s 
public  restroom. 

Our  response  to  these  complaints 
should  not  be  interpreted  as  a  blatant 
condemnation  of  this  city’s  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  fully  recognize  the  freedom 
of  adult  citizens  to  engage  in  mutually 
consenting  behavior  in  the  privacy  of 
their  own  homes.  However,  ter  expand 
this  principle  to  encompass  the  public 
restroom  is  not  only  an  erosion  of  this 
freedom,  but  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  other  citizens  who  wish  to  use 
the  restroom,  uninterrupted,  without 
being  subjected  to  this  type  of  behavior. 

We  will  continue  to  monitor  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  Library  and  investigate  any 
further  complaints.  I  agree  wholeheart¬ 
edly  with  your  Resolution  that  we  must 
“insure  the  protection  of  the  right  of  all 
citizens  to  use  public  facilities  without 
fear  of  police  harassment  and  other  un¬ 
warranted  actions.”  From  my 
investigation  of  the  situation,  police 
harassment  did  not  occur.  You  can  be 
assured  that  the  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  is  professionally  experienced  and 
trained  to  insure  the  constitutional 
rights  of  all  citizens  in  this  city. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph  M.  Jordan 
Police  Commissioner 
City  of  Boston 

GCN  needs  volunteers  in  the  cir¬ 
culation  dept,  days  or  evenings. 
Call  Kruk  or  Richard  at 
426-4469. 
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speaking  out 


A  Straight  Woman  Talks  About  Anita  Bryant 


By  Donna  Tibbetts 

Just  recently  I  had  the  opportunity  to  read  Playboy  magazine’s  interview  with 
Anita  Bryant  and  I  was  asked  to  review  the  article  for  GCN  from  a  straight  point 
of  view. 

As  1  read  I  found  the  statements  and  opinions  concerning  homosexuality, 
women’s  rights,  sex  and  non-Christian  religions  incredible.  Some  of  her  statements 
are  actually  asinine  —  in  fact  almost  all  of  her  statements  fall  into  that  category. 

Anita  Bryant  has  to  be  one  of  the  most  self-centered,  egotistical  and 
opinionated  persons  I  have  ever  encountered.  Her  story  parallels  that  of  another 
madman  in  modern  history.  Adolf  and  Anita  would  have  formed  an  awesome 
team.  Together  they  could  have  annihilated  half  the  population  of  the  world. 
While  he  was  sending  the  Jews  to  the  ovens,  she  would  be  sending  the  homosexuals 
and  any  other  individual  who  did  not  conform  to  her  way  of  thinking  along  with 
the  Jews. 

Really  now,  she  claims  she  loves  all  homosexuals,  but  anyone  who  loves  or 
cares  for  another  human  being  would  have  a  lot  more  understanding  and  do 
nothing  to  hurt  them.  She  has  to  be  almost  completely  illiterate  when  it  comes  to 
the  “true”  facts  concerning  gay  people. 

Claiming  to  have  God  on  her  side,  she  constantly  quotes  the  Bible,  specifically 
the  Old  Testament,  concerning  what’s  right  and  what’s  wrong.  Actually  what  she 
does  is  translate  the  Bible  into  what  she  wants  it  to  say.  The  interviewer  was  never 
closer  to  the  truth  when  he  asked  her  if  she  picked  the  rules  in  the  Bible  which  suit 
her  purpose. 

For  example,  she  claims  that  it  is  a  sin  for  another  person  to  consume  male 
sperm,  because  you  are  wasting  the  fruit  of  life,  but  it’s  quite  all  right  to  practice 
birth  control.  Now  I  ask  myself,  what  the  hell  is  the  difference?  She  is  dictating  to 
all  people,  gay  or  straight,  that  oral  sex  is  a  one-way  ticket  to  hell.  Well,  if  this  be 
the  case,  whichever  of  us  gets  there  first,  start  the  party  because  the  majority  of  my 
straight  friends  will  be  there  eventually. 


She  constantly  contradicts  herself.  For  example,  she  clearly  stated  that  a 
person  is  not  a  homosexual  until  he  or  she  commits  the  sex  act  one  time.  But  when 
faced  with  the  evidence  from  Kinsey’s  research  that  37%  of  the  American  male 
population  has  had  at  least  one  homosexual  encounter,  she  first  tries  to  belittle 
Kinsey,  then  says  one  or  two  homosexual  acts  does  not  constitute  a  “full-fledged” 
homosexual. 

Not  only  does  she  contradict  herself,  she  also  only  hears  what  she  wants  to 
hear.  She  claims  that  even  barnyard  animals  don’t  have  homosexual  tendencies, 
but  when  told  that  there  is  evidence  of  this  she  claims  she  has  never  heard  of  this. 
The  absurdity  of  this  statement  is  unbelievable.  I  personally  heard  about  lesbian 
seagulls  through  three  forms  of  media  —  newspaper,  television,  and  radio.  Could 
it  be  she  lives  in  such  a  protected  environment  that  she  is  shielded  from  all  news 
broadcasts? 

I  am  not  as  adamant  about  women’s  rights  as  other  people,  but  I  find  Anita’s 
ideas  about  women  medieval  and  ridiculous.  The  idea  that  a  woman  should  totally 
submit  to  a  man  is  absurd.  In  my  opinion  the  only  way  that  a  man  may  be  stronger 
than  a  woman  is  physically.  In  all  other  aspects  I  feel  men  and  women  are  equal 
and  should  treat  each  other  as  such.  To  call  me  the  “weaker  vessel”  is  an  insult  to 
my  intelligence.  The  way  she  translates  womanhood,  we  might  as  well  have  been 
born  without  a  brain. 

In  summation,  my  opinion  of  Anita  Bryant  is  that  she  is  a  first-class  bigot  and 
she  deserves  all  the  harassment  she  gets  and  more.  My  full  support  goes  to  my  gay 
friends  and  most  of  all  to  my  brother  Bob.  When  more  people  realize  the  idiocy  of 
the  other  people  in  this  world  that  believe  as  Bryant  does,  the  better  off  the  world 
will  be. 

(“Speaking  Out”  is  a  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  We  en¬ 
courage  you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  to  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02108.  The  opinions  expressed  in  the 
“Speaking  Out”  column  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper  or 
those  of  individual  members  of  the  GCN  staff) 


community  voices 


better 

communication 

needed 

Dear  GCN, 

We  attended  the  demonstration  against  D.A. 
Garrett  Byrne,  Thursday,  April  27  at  Faneuil 
Hall  and  brought  a  couple  of  our  friends.  It  was 
our  impression  that  the  Boston/Boise  Committee 
had  done  a  very  good  job  of  organization  and 
coordination  of  the  demonstration. 

Unfortunately  many  of  our  gay  brothers  and 
sisters  were  not  there.  Perhaps  the  reason  why 
was  similar  to  our  reason  for  not  attending  the 
demonstration  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  re¬ 
cently.  That  being  that  we  knew  nothing  about  it 
until  it  was  over.  ~ 

We  would  suggest  that  an  idea  would  be  a  tele¬ 
phone  list  or  mailing  list  so  that  all  of  us  who 
would  attend  and  support  future  actions  might 
be  kept  informed. 

We  are  mailing  our  names,  addresses  and 
phone  number  to  Boston/Boise  in  hopes  that  we 
will  be  informed  of  future  activities.  As  we  recall 
from  extensive  participation  in  anti-war 
protests  this  method  was  very  effective  and  it  is 
our  hope  that  the  suggestion  will  be  thought  to  be 
applicable  to  our  current  struggle. 

In  any  event  it  is  our  belief  that  lack  of  com¬ 
munication  not  lack  of  interest  or  support  from 
our  fellow  gays  and  supporters  was  the  reason 
foi  the  small  turnout.  We  read  of  the  proposed 
demonstration  in  the  GCN  but  there  was  no 
mention  of  specifics.  Only  after  several  calls  did 
we  gleen  the  necessary  details. 

Henry  Pelletier 
John  R.  Goterch 
Boston,  MA 

prisoners  say 
thanks 

Dear  GCN, 

I  hope  you  will  print  this  in  your  “Letters  to 
the  Editor”  section.  We,  the  gays  here  in  the 
Kansas  State  Prison,  are  not  shut  off  from  the 
outside  gay  movement  thanks  to  a  great  news¬ 
paper,  “The  GCN”.  It  keeps  us  informed  and 
up-to-date.  We  thank  you  “GCN”  for  your  out¬ 
standing  paper. 

Billy 
Donnie 
Tommie 
Tina 
Shirley 
Lansing,  Kansas 

(If  you  would  like  more  prisoners  to  receive 
GCN  you  can  donate  a  subscription  to  one  of  the 
many  prisoners  on  our  waiting  list.  Mail 
donation  to:  Prisoner /GCN,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108.  —  Editor) 


courage  and 
strength 

Dear  GCN, 

I  congratulate  Ollie  Taylor’s  resolution  to 
overcome  his  “caution”  and  to  publicly  declare 
himself  in  print  as  Gay  in  his  article  “Organizing 
Campus  Gays:  Aside  from  the  Degree”  (GCN 
5/13).  But  I  pity  the  man  Taylor  quotes  as  saying 
“He  fears  that  if  he  is  found  to  be  gay,  he  will 
suffer  severely.”  I  identify  with  him,  too,  having 
been  there,  for  far  too  many  years,  myself  once. 
What  freed  me  was  realizing  what  more  did  I 
have  to  lose  than  I  had  already  lost  through  my 
fear  and  pain,  what  more  could  be  taken  from 
me?  The  answer  was,  Nothing.  What  I  have 
gained  in  declaring  myself  as  Gay  has  opened  life 
to  me  more  than  I  had  ever  dreamed  possible, 
and  what  pain  and  suffering  I  had  in  that  dec¬ 
laration  was  nothing  compared  to  what  1  had 
suffered,  afraid  and  hiding  from  myself,  in  the 
closet  all  those  years. 

Let’s  all  support  each  other,  Lesbians  and  Gay 
men,  in  courage  and  strength  in  coming  out  and 
declaring  our  independence  from  homophobic 
tyranny,  our  own  and  others. 

Michael  Rumaker 
New  York 


commends  paper 

Dear  GCN  staff: 

A  couple  of  things  on  my  mind: 

1)  As  a  subscriber  from  afar,  let  me  commend 
you  on  your  general  excellence.  There’s  scarcely 
an  issue  that  doesn’t  enlighten  and  inform  me.  I 
do  wish  your  arts  reviews  were  better,  although 
as  a  former  arts  editor  and  film/music/book/ 
theater  reviewer/reporter  I’m  extremely  stringent 
in  my  expectations  of  reviewers.  My  principal 
complaint  about  them  is  that  they  too  often  are 
woefully  ignorant  of  the  field(s)  they  cover. 
(N.B.  I’m  not  all  that  “former,”  as  I’m  trying  to 
revive  my  reviewing  activity,  at  least  with  books.) 

2)  LJ/SLJ  Hotline,  a  weekly  newsletter  for 
librarians  put  out  by  Library  Journal,  and  the 
most  widely  circulated  library  trade  publication, 
had  run  a  routine  story  about  the  arrests  at 
Boston  Public  Library  that  gave  only  figures  and 
the  kind  of  bland,  “aren’t  we  taking  good  care  of 
you?”  account  one  gets  from  official  sources,  no 
doubt  the  Boston  cops.  I  sent  the  Hotline  copies 
of  GCN's  coverage  with  reasonably  demanding 
letters  arguing  that  in  the  interest  of  full  and  fair 
coverage,  the  Boston  gay  community’s  perspect¬ 
ive  pn  the  arrests  should  be  given  to  the  library 
profession.  I  only  wish  a  gay  librarian  from 


Boston  —  and  you  and  I  know  damn  well  there 
are  some  —  had  done  what  I  did.  I  still  think  — 
and  argued  to  the  Hotline  editor  —  that  LJ  itself 
would  do  a  larger  report  on  incidents  of  harass¬ 
ment  and  entrapment  of  gays  in  libraries 
throughout  the  country.  The  arrests  in  Boston 
and  their  story  should  have  impact  throughout 
librarianship  in  this  country  because  of  BPL’s 
enormous  historical  significance  to  the  field  of 
library  service.  BPL  is,  after  all,  the  oldest  major 
city  public  library  in  the  U.S.  and  was  often  a 
leader  in  many  aspects  of  public  library  service. 

3)  This  makes  things  more  than  a  couple,  but 
what  the  hell?  The  interview  with  my  fellow 
Minnesota  native  David  Thorstad  was  great! 
Particularly  at  this  time  gay  liberationists  —  in 
fact,  all  sexual  liberation  fighters  —  must  be 
reminded  that  children  and  adolescents  have 
sexual  capacities  and  needs  that  simply  are  not 
served  by  the  skittish  way  we’re  handling  the 
child  molestation  charges  of  the  Anita  Bryant 
crowd.  1  think  more  of  us  should  respond  with 
recollections  of  our  childhood  and  adolescence 
and  how  we  were  aching  to  be  “molested.”  (God 
knows  I  was!)  And  we  should  stoutly  deny  that 
sex  between  children  and  adults  is  per  se  evil.  Nor 
shouldwe  blandly  acquiesce  in  the  general  opin¬ 
ion  that  child-adult  sex  initiated  by  the  adult  is 
necessarily  wrong.  Rather  we  must  insist  that  the 
nature  of  the  sex  —  that  is,  whether  it  is  clearly 
harmfully  coercive  or  merely  good  “dirty”  fun 
(which  is  what  most  sex,  consensual  or  coerced, 
intentionally  is)  —  be  the  basis  for  assessing  its 
goodness  or  evil.  And  while  pederasts  of  both 
sexes  and  all  sexual  orientations  should  speak  out 
more  forcibly  and  insistently  for  their  rights, 
those  who  aren’t  pederasts  must  not  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  be  cowed  by  homophobic  parents  into 
encouraging  further  sexual  oppression  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  lovers.  (I  speak,  by  the  way,  as  a 
parent.) 

4)  Kevin  Fallon’s  letter  questioning  the 
“prudence”  of  protesting  the  arrests  at  BPL 
disgusts  and  deeply  saddens  me.  At  21  he  has 
internalized  sexual  oppression  completely.  I 
award  him  the  Aunti-Tom-of-the-year  prize  for 
conspicuous  gay  Quislingism.  My  only  hope  for 
him  lies  in  my  memories  of  my  21 -year-old  state 
of  mind  and  the  fact  that  1  grew  beyond  it. 

5)  Dear  Ian  Young,  calm  down.  Names  can’t 
hurt  you  all  that  much.  As  an  anarchist  who  has 
less  than  no  time  for  the  hierarchical  bullshit  of 
political  parties,  I  sympathize  with  your  pain  at 
being  involuntarily  recruited,  especially  to  so 
distasteful  a  bunch  as  the  Libertarians  —  pro¬ 
foundly  confused  folk,  it  seems  to  me,  and 
unfortunate  cheapeners  of  their  name.  But  notice 
that  Thorstad  is  coming  around  (I  hope)  when  he 
can  say  things  like  “communism,  itself,  if  we  get 
that  far,  will  be  anarchism,”  etc.  Give  him  a 
chance.  As  Marxists  go  he’s  the  most  decent  and 
human  I’ve  heard  in  a  long  time. 

Sincerely  and  lovingly, 

Ray  Olson 
St.  Paul 


forum  censored 

Dear  GCN, 

As  a  community  school  coordinator  for  an 
elementary  school  district,  I  worked  to  put 
together  an  Adult  Community  Issues  Forum 
which  included  the  following:  drug  awareness, 
sexual  assault,  child  runaways,  child  abuse, 
planned  parenthood,  alcohol  awareness,  and 
homosexuality.  The  series  was  designed  for 
adults  only.  The  purpose  was  to  provide  the 
adult  community  with  an  information  resource 
to  vital  contemporary  issues  of  concern. 

After  the  total  program  was  approved  at  the 
school  level,  the  program  on  homosexuality  was 
cancelled  for  being  too  controversial.  I  cannot  be 
angry  with  district  administration  for  the  de¬ 
cision  to  cancel  the  topic.  The  fear  of  public 
disapproval  is  a  very  real  factor,  and  at  times  the 
public  can  be  cruel  when  it  reacts  to  any  issue  at 
an  emotional  gut  level  without  regard  to  an  ex¬ 
change  of  academic  opinion  and  fact. 

I  will  therefore  carry  the  weight  of  risk  on  my 
shoulders.  I  will  present  the  program  on 
homosexuality  separate  from  my  employer.  I  act 
as  an  independent  person  who  believes  in  the 
right  of  free  speech,  press,  and  assembly  insured 
by  the  First  Amendment,  the  public  right  to 
know,  the  concept  of  the  marketplace  of  ideas, 
and  academic  freedom.  I  also  believe  that  in  this 
fast  everchanging  world  adults,  who  must  bear 
the  responsibility  of  decision  making,  must  be 
confronted  with  all  issues. 

I  sincerely  hope  by  presenting  the  program 
that  an  environment  is  created  in  which  con¬ 
cerned  citizens  can  approach  the  subject  of 
homosexuality  within  an  informative  and 
objective  framework.  I  also  hope  the  progrum 
will  provide  an  opportunity  for  professional 
people  —  public  officials,  educators,  the  minis¬ 
try,  counselors,  etc.  —  to  investigate  a  topic  that 
is  confronting  the  public  more  and  more.  I  would 
also  like  to  think  the  channels  of  communication 
between  several  segments  of  society  will  open 
wider. 

The  program  will  be  a  panel  of  three  members: 
Dr.  Dean  Mitchell,  a  lcoal  clinical  psychologist; 
Dr.  Draffan  McBride,  a  local  pediatrician;  and 
Jay  Myers,  a  representative  of  the  Tempe  gay 
organization  —  Free  Spirit. 

For  those  who  want  to  attend,  the  program 
will  be  in  the  Johnson  Room  at  the  First 
Unitarian  Universalist  Church  of  Phoenix  at 
4027  E.  Lincoln  Drive  on  June  28,  1978,  at  7:00 
p.m. 

Neal  Balmes 
Phoenix,  AZ 


GCN,  May  20,  1978  •  Page  5 


The  following  appeared  on  the  edi¬ 
torial  page  of  the  New  York  Times, 
May  3.  It  was  entitled  “A  Fair  Chance 
for  Homosexuals.  ” 

“If  God  had  meant  for  men  to  go 
with  men  or  women  with  women,  He 
would  have  made  us  all  alike.”  So 
declared  one  of  the  residents  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  where  voters  last  week 
repealed  a  provision  of  the  city  code 
that  prohibited  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  “affectional  or  sexual  pref¬ 
erence.”  This  month  residents  of 
Wichita,  Kan.,  and  Eugene,  Ore.,  will 
vote  on  repealing  similar  ordinances  in 
their  cities,  and  another  such  effort  is 
under  way  in  Seattle. 

Almost  40  cities  now  ban  discrimin¬ 
ation  against  homosexuals,  but  since 
the  much-publicized  repeal  of  such  an 
ordinance  in  Dade  County,  Fla.,  last, 
year,  opposition  to  these  laws  has  been 
spreading.  There  will  probably  be  an 
initiative  on  the  California  state  ballot 
in  November  that  would  permit  school 
districts  to  bar  homosexual  teachers. 

Although  the  apparent  backlash 
against  homosexual  rights  is 
deplorable,  it  cannot  be  written  off 
simply  as  the  work  of  kooks  and 
bigots.  Observers  have  noted 
widespread  concern  in  this  country  that 
fundamental  values  are  under  attack. 
Many  people  seem  to  view  tolerance 
for  homosexuals  as  a  threat  to  family 
life,  children,  religious  beliefs,  perhaps 
to  their  own  sexuality.  Unfortunately, 
some  of  the  rhetoric  and 
demonstrations  of  homosexual  groups 
have  exacerbated  such  fears. 

But  the  issue  is  not  whether  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  admirable,  only  whether 
discrimination  is  acceptable.  Most 
homosexuals  are  not  out  to  convert  the 
nation,  they  simply  want  a  fair  chance 
to  find  a  job  and  a  place  to  live.  The 
shame  is  that  such  ordinary  wants  need 


to  be  guaranteed  by  law,  but  that  is 
how  the  matter  stands.  Without 
statutes  to  protect  them,  homosexuals 
will  continue  to  be  faced  by  barriers  to 
their  livelihood  and  freedom. 

In  New  York  City,  until  now,  meas¬ 
ures  to  prohibit  discrimination  against 
homosexuals  have  been  effectively  op¬ 
posed  by  some  Catholic  and  Othodox 
Jewish  groups  as  well  as  by  the  police 
and  firemen’s  unions.  A  new  bill, 
which  would  ban  discrimination  in 
housing,  employment  or  public  accom¬ 
modations  on  the  basis  of  “sexual  ori¬ 
entation”  has  been  introduced  in  the 
City  Council.  It  has  the  support  of 
Mayor  Koch,  one  of  whose  first  acts  on 
-  taking  office  was  to  forbid  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  homosexuals  by  any  city 
agency.  We  hope  that  this  time  around 
the  bill  passes  and  New  Yorkers  affirm 
their  belief  in  equitable  treatment  for  a 
long-abused  minority.  That  is  the 
American  value  in  jeopardy  where 
homosexuals  are  concerned.  This  city 
and  country  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
assuring  any  group  of  its  elementary 
rights. 

GA  YS  IN  THE  FIRE  SER  VICE?  Chief 
Mike  Moise  of  Providence  reports  that 
gays  have  been  attempting  to  join  his  de¬ 
partment  and  so  far  he  has  been  success¬ 
ful  in  excluding  them.  This  proves  that 
Mike  is  “broad”  minded.  With  tongue 
in  cheek,  Pres.  Hackett  asked  Mike  to 
chair  a  committee  on  this  problem.  Any 
volunteers  to  help  him? 

— From  the  May  Monthly  newsletter  of 
tine  Fire  Chiefs’  Association  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  (Sent  to  GCN  by  a  gay  fire¬ 
fighter.) 


Prison  terms  of  up  to  20  years  for  all 
those  found  guilty  of  homosexuality. 

According  to  Playboy  magazine, 
that  is  singer  Anita  Bryant’s  latest 
game  plan  for  dealing  with  the  social 
“menace”  of  people  who  love 
members  of  their  own  sex. 

“Why  make  it  easier  for  them?”  the 
former  orange  juice  promoter  was 
quoted  as  saying.  “I  think  it  only  helps 
to  condone  it  and  to  make  it  easier  for 
kids  who  wouldn’t  be  so  concerned  if  it 
were  a  misdemeanor,  whereas  a  felony 
might  make  them  think  twice,  especial¬ 
ly  the  younger  ones.” 

If  we  are  going  to  start  jailing  people 
for  their  “unnatural”  intimacies,  we 
should  also  consider  incarcertaing 
those  guilty  of  such  unusual  sexual  be¬ 
havior  as  chastity,  not  to  mention 
those  millions  of  couples  who  use  birth 
control  pills,  which  are  neither  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bible  nor  found  in  the  rest 
of  the  animal  kingdom. 

It’s  obvious  from  her  statements  that 
Anita  Bryant  believes  homosexuality  is 
a  lifestyle  chosen  by  its  practitioners  — 
an  impulse  that  can  be  beaten  down  by 
a  proper  upbringing  and  the  threat  of 
20  years  in  the  slammer. 

Experts  on  either  side  of  the  issue 
disagree,  but  the  bulk  of  authoritative 
evidence  suggests  the  opposite  —  that 
homosexuals  do  not  elect  to  be  gay. 
They  simply  are. 

In  that  light,  jailing  a  homosexual 
makes  about  as  much  sense  as  jailing 
an  albino,  or  jailing  someone  who’s 
left-handed.  If  being  different  is 
criminal,  we  might  as  well  make  a  clean 
sweep  of  it. 

Miss  Bryant  might  continue  her 


“felonies  for  homosexuals”  argument 
by  saying  that  homosexuals  often 
seduce  “straights”  into  joining  them. 
During  her  successful  campaign 
against  anti-discrimination  laws  in 
Miami,  Fla.,  some  months  back,  she 
said  homosexuals  are  forced  to  recruit 
others  into  their  way  of  life  because 
they  produce  no  progeny  of  their  own. 

She’s  wrong  on  two  counts.  Many 
gay  people  are  or  have  been  married 
and  have  had  children. 

But  more  important,  gay  people  are 
no  more  inclined  to  force  their  affec¬ 
tions  on  the  unwilling  than  are  hetero¬ 
sexuals. 

And  in  any  event,  it’s  the  forcing  of 
sexual  activity,  not  the  activity  itself, 
that  deserves  punishment.  Rape  should 
be  prosecuted  whether  it’s  perpetrated 
by  gay  or  straight  people,  but  it  should 
be  separated  from  the  issue  of  sexual 
preference. 

Anita  Bryant’s  comments  on  religion 
further  demonstrate  her  closed¬ 
mindedness.  She  told  the  Playboy  in¬ 
terviewer  her  religious  beliefs  convince 
her  that  Jews,  Moslems  and  persons  of 
other  faiths  who  do  not  accept  Jesus  as 
their  Saviour  will  go  to  hell. 

I’m  not  sure  which  God  she’s  talking 
about,  but  the  One  in  whom  I  was 
taught  to  believe  during  12  years  of 
Catholic  school  was  an  all-knowing 
and  all-loving  God  —  One  who  would 
embrace  all  people,  whatever  their  reli¬ 
gious  or  sexual  persuasion. 

I  would  be  as  heartbroken  as  the 
next  person  if  a  child  of  mine  turned 
out  to  be  homosexual. 

But  the  agony  would  come  from  the 
knowledge  that  the  child  faced  a  life  of 
unnecessary  shame  and  persecution  at 
the  hands  of  such  vocal  but  misdirected 
persons  as  Anita  Bryant. 

—from  a  column  in  the  Nashua  (NH) 
Telegraph  by  Kathie  Neff,  April  10, 
1978. 
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Martin  Resigns  From  Gay  Legislation 


BOSTON  —  Joe  Martin  formally  has 
announced  his  resignation  as  the  co¬ 
coordinator  for  the  Massachusetts  Cau¬ 
cus  for  Gay  Legislation  (MCGL),  the 
statewide  gay  lobby.  In  a  letter  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  MCGL, 
Martin  cited  personal  and  professional 
reasons  for  his  departure. 

In  the  letter,  Martin  stated:  “The 
position  of  co-coordinator  has  been  one 
of  the  most  rewarding  experiences  I’ve 
ever  had  —  and  also,  it  has  been  about 
the  most  demanding  in  terms  of  my  time 
and  emotions.”  Martin  said  that  he  is 
seeking  a  less  time-consuming  role  in 
gay  politics  while  maintaining  his 


NEW  YORK  —  After  a  meeting 
April  24  with  Brian  O’Dell,  Gay 
Prisoner  Support  Chairman  of  Gay 
Activists  Alliance,  Warden  Joseph 
D’Elia  head  of  the  Adolescent  Re¬ 
ception  and  Detention  Center  of 
Riker’s  Island  has  issued  four  insti¬ 
tutional  orders  banning  discrimination 
against  male  youths  housed  in  the 
homosexual  quad  there. 

The  orders  which  took  effect  April 
28  state  specifically  that  the  gay  boys 
ages  16-20  are  to  be  allowed  to  attend 
religious  services  of  their  choice  in  the 
prison  chapel  and  are  to  be  placed  into 
all-gay  kitchen,  laundry  and  health 
clinic  work  crews,  thus  enabling  them 
to  earn  money  for  the  commissary. 

In  the  past,  male  counselors  had  to 


Joe  Martin 


go  downstairs  to  the  gay  quad  housing 
for  their  sessions,  while  other  youth 
were  allowed  use  of  the  visitorls  room 
on  the  main  floor.  Women  counselors 
were  denied  access  to  the  gay  quad  be¬ 
cause  they  were  seen  as  a  security  risk 
to  the  general  well-being  of  the  institu¬ 
tion.  Warden  D’Elia  has  announced 
that  all  people,  including  homosexual 
and  heterosexual  prisoners,  male  as 
well  as  female  counselors  will  now  be 
able  to  use  the  visitor’s  room.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  D’Elia  these  rights  were 
denied  because  “past  authorities  felt 
that  violence  would  occur  if  inmates  of 
differing  sexual  persuasions  were 
mixed.” 

The  first  confirmed  complaint  of 
discrimination  to  Gay  Activists  Alli- 


philosophical  support  for  the  work  of 
the  Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation 
and  the  Boston/Boise  Committee.  In 
regard  to  both  organizations,  Martin 
suggested  “that  it  is  important  that  a 
strong  up-front  stance  be  taken  in  the 
political  arena  ...”  He  said  he  was  en¬ 
couraged  by  numbers  of  people  in¬ 
volving  themselves  with  both 
organizations. 

Martin  was  recently  appointed  as  the 
Legislative  Department  Coordinator 
for  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council,  the  official  regional  planning 
agency  for  the  metropolitan  Boston 
area.  Prior  to  that,  Martin  was  a  staff 


ance  was  made  by  a  bi-sexual  ado¬ 
lescent  who  was  told  by  a  correction 
officer  that  he  would  not  be  allowed  in 
the  General  Equivalency  Diploma  class 
held  at  Riker’s,  that  he  had  to  wait  till 
he  got  out  of  prison.  At  that  time, 
GAA  sent  a  letter  to  D’Elia  listing  the 
various  areas  of  discrimination  and  de¬ 
manding  immediate  change. 

“While  Warden  D’Elia  has  passed 
an  institutional  order  saying  that  gay 
youths  will  be  allowed  to  apply  for 
educational  classes,”  Brian  O’Dell  of 
the  GAA  said,  “he  gives  no  guarantee 
that  any  one  of  them  will  be  accepted. 
Considering  the  years  of  blatant  dis¬ 
crimination  against  these  gay  black  and 
Hispanic  boys,  I  am  definately  pushing 
for  an  affirmative  action  program  for 
them.” 


member  for  Secretary  of  State  Pau 
Guzzi. 

David  Drolet  has  been  named  a 
acting  co-coordinator  of  Massachuseti 
Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation  and  wi 
hold  that  post  until  the  MCGL  gener; 
elections  in  June. 


Murder 
At  Together 

BOSTON  —  A  35-year  old  Easton 
man  died  early  Friday  morning,  May  5, 
at  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  as 
the  result  of  stab  wounds  received 
earlier  Thursday  evening  in  the  men’s 
room  at  Together  on  Boylston  Street. 
Michael  Consalvi,  of  Priscilla  Road, 
Easton,  had  been  stabbed  four  times. 

According  to  Boston  Police,  Con¬ 
salvi  was  planning  to  meet  a  woman  at 
the  downtown  discotheque  that  night. 
When  she  arrived,  he  reportedly  said  to 
her,  “Let’s  get  out  of  here.  I’ve  been 
stabbed.”  The  couple  then  took  a  taxi 
to  Mass.  General  Hospital  where  the 
woman  called  DistrictOne  police. 

Persons  with  information  about  the 
incident  have  been  asked  to  contact 
Det.  Sgt.  John  Maillet  or  Det.  John 
Spencer  at  the  Boston  Police  Homicide 
Unit,  (617)  247-4470. 


N.Y.  Prison  Bans  Discrimination 
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Introduce  your  friends  to 

GCN, 
the  weekly 
gay  newspaper 

Send  GCN  the  names  and  addresses  of  up  to  five  friends  (from  outside 
greater  Boston),  and  we’ll  send  each  of  them  a  FREE  five-week  trial 
subscription,  along  with  a  note  introducing  GCN  and  indicating  you  as 
their  thoughtful  friend  (be  sure  to  send  us  your  own  name  and  address). 
You’ll  be  doing  your  friends  a  favor,  and  you’ll  also  help  GCN  to  expand 
its  services  to  the  Gay  Community. 

Your  friends  must  live  within  the  US  or  Canada,  but  outside  the  greater 
Boston  area  (i.e.,  outside  zip  code  areas  02101  through  02299).  Sorry,  we 
cannot  send  complimentary  subscriptions  to  persons  who  are  currently  (or 
who  were,  within  the  last  three  months)  GCN  subscribers.  You  must  send 
us  your  own  name  and  address.  Complimentary  subscriptions  will  begin  in 
the  order  we  receive  them,  and  will  be  started  as  soon  as  space  permits  (we 
are  limited  by  postal  regulations  to  a  certain  percentage  of  promotional 
subscriptions).  We  must  receive  your  list  by  June  20,  1978. 
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Beyond  Male  and  Female 


By  Elaine  Booth 

In  1973,  faced  with  an  extension  of 
*he  Nixon  presidency,  I  sold  all  my 
belongings,  collected  my  7  and  9-year- 
->ld  sons,  and  emigrated  to  Mexico. 

Although  I  knew  only  a  handful  of 
people  there,  Americans  and  Mexicans 
whom  I  had  met  the  previous  year 
while  on  location  for  an  educational 
television  network,  I  was  certain  that 
once  arrived,  there  would  be  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  meeting  many  others. 

I  was  at  first  unaware,  but  quick  to 
learn,  that  the  Mexicans  for  the  most 
part  preferred  the  company  of  their 
own  people.  Most  educated  Mexicans, 
such  as  those  whom  I  had  met  in 
conjunction  with  my  job,  bore  an  un¬ 
concealed  resentment  toward  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  their  direct  or  indirect  control 
of  the  Mexican  economy. 

Thus,  in  spite  of  my  smoldering 
indignation  toward  the  millions  of 
Americans  who  had  re-elected  Richard 
Milhous  Nixon  to  office,  I  found 
myself  forced  to  associate  with  the 
colony  of  American  immigrantes  or 
touristas  who  dominated  sections  of 
the  city  in  which  I  lived. 

For  the  most  part,  the  immigrantes 
were  elderly,  retired  people  living  on 
Social  Security  or  government  pen- 
sions.’Among  them.  Alcoholics  Anon¬ 
ymous,  bridge,  and  a  juggling  of  the 
Mexican  stock  exchange  were  the  three 
major  preoccupations,  none  of  which  I 
could  relate  to.  Many  of  the  transient 
touristas,  however,  were  academics  on 
sabbatical  from  colleges  in  the  United 
States  who  had  come,  most  often  with 
their  families,  to  spend  the  year  living 
in  Mexico  and  studying  the  culture  of 
the  Mexican  people. 

Since  we  arrived  in  Mexico  at  the 
start  of  the  school  year,  I  enrolled  my 
sons  in  a  private  school  where  the 
student  population  was  predominantly 
Mexican.  It  was  through  their  associ¬ 
ation  with  the  few  other  American 
children  that  I  made  my  social  con¬ 
tacts. 

While  in  America,  I  could  afford  to 
be  quite  selective  about  my  friends; 
while  in  Mexico,  I  was  glad  to  make  the 
acquaintance'  of  anyone  who  could 
simply  speak  English.  Though  I  had 
taken  a  crash  course  in  Spanish  before 
leaving  the  States,  I  hardly  qualified  as 
a  linguist,  and  was  content  that  my 
requests  for  basic  necessities  were 
understood.  Curiously,  after  a  few 
weeks  of  isolation,  the  need  to  speak 
my  own  language  had  become  as  in¬ 
tense  as  my  desire  for  a  MacDonald’s 
hamburger  or  a  slice  of  pizza. 

Not  all  of  the  people  whom  I  met, 
therefore,  were  people  with  whom  I 
would  normally  have  associated,  but 
we  were  thrown  together  by  the  irref¬ 
utable  bond  of  a  common  language. 

My  only  non-American  acquaint¬ 
ance  was  a  Spanish  artist  I  had  met  on 
my  previous  visit,  with  whom  I  had 
had  and  was  still  having  an  affair.  I 
considered  the  relationship  with 
Gabriel  the  most  serious  I  had  had 
since  my  husband’s  death  eight  years 
previously,  though  there  had  been  a 
string  of  men  to  whom  I  had  related  on 
one  level  or  another  during  that  period. 

Three  years  of  thrice-weekly  analysis 
during  my  early  twenties  had  left  me 
freer  than  1  had  ever  been  to  explore 
and  enjoy  my  physical  sexuality.  I  had 
often  stated  in  jest  that  I  had  been 
privileged  to  be  in  therapy  with  the  best 
guilt  remover  on  the  Upper  West  Side 
of  Manhattan. 

There  had  never  been  any  serious 
question  in  my  mind  up  to  the  time  I 
arrived  in  Mexico  that  I  was  a  func¬ 
tioning  heterosexual  whose  physical 


alliances  with  members  of  the  opposite 
sex  were  as  essential  to  my  well  being  as 
were  air  and  water.  It  was  perplexing 
then,  to  say  the  very  least,  that  I  should 
find  myself  at  the  age  of  37  in  love  with 
my  first  woman. 

I  had  been  invited  to  dinner  at  the 
home  of  one  of  my  son’s  classmates 
whose  father  was  on  sabbatical  from 
an  East  Coast  college.  Though  I  had 
met  Dr.  and  Ms.  Lyndon  at  a  Mexican 
version  of  the  PTA,  and  was  familiar 
with  the  fact  that  he  had  a  way  of 
gearing  conversations  to  his  favorite 
subject,  anthropology,  and  that  she 
had  a  propensity  for  touting  the 
achievements  of  her  two  rather 
ordinary  children,  I  had  already 
learned  that  it  was  imperative  to  accept 
all  social  invitations  if  one  was  to  have 
a  social  life  in  Mexico.  I  went,  there¬ 
fore,  not  expecting  to  enjoy  myself 
conversationally,  but  to  partake  of  the 
elaborate  dinner  being  prepared  for  us 
by  the  Lyndons’  excellent  cook. 

I  had  not  realized  that  I  was  not  the 
only  guest  invited,  and  was  surprised 
upon  entering  the  living  roomn  to  find 
a  strikingly  handsome  woman  seated 
cross-legged  in  one  of  the  chairs.  While 
I  observed  the  conventions  of  being 
introduced,  I  could  not  take  my  eyes 
from  the  woman  whose  name  was 
Adrienne.  Something,  a  feeling  I  had 
never  felt  before,  was  drawing  me  into 
the  electrifying  blue  eyes,  to  the  halo  of 
attractively  coiffed,  steel-gray  hair,  to 
the  tall,  muscular  body  that  slumped 
casually  in  the  chair,  mocking  me  with 
its  obvious  comfort. 

rt  did  not  take  long  to  learn  that 
Adrienne  was  an  ex-government  em¬ 
ployee  who  had  been  mustered  off  the 
government  payroll  for  alcoholism, 
and  thereafter  discreetly  retired  with  a 
pension.  Having  dried  out  two  years 
before,  she  was  coasting  happily  along 
‘on  the  wagon’  touring  South  America 
and  now  Mexico  in  her  live-in  van, 
doing  a  bit  of  wood-carving,  and 
studying  Zen. 

I  could  not  help  but  admire  her 
strength  and  independence,  qualities 
which  she  likewise  related  to  in  me.  It 
was  obvious,  even  before  we  ex¬ 
changed  phone  numbers,  that  we  had  a 
great  many  things  in  common,  and  that 
we  would  become  friends. 

Later,  as  I  watched  Adrienne  wolf 
her  tostadas  and  swill  her  beer  with  the 
delight  of  a  long-haul  trucker  who  has 
just  reached  the  first  roadside  restau¬ 
rant  in  five  hundred  miles,  the  thought 
occurred  to  me  that  she  might  be  a 
lesbian.  Taking  stock  of  my  own 
feelings,  my  inability  to  focus  upon 
anyone  or  anything  but  her,  I  could  not 
help  but  wonder  if  1  too  were  not  de¬ 
serving  of  inclusion  in  that  category. 

We  parted  later  that  night  with  the 
assurance  that  one  or  the  other  of  us 
would  call,  and  I  walked  the  mile  to  my 
house  in  a  state  of  euphoric  confusion. 
Always  a  person  who  had  been  honest 
with  myself,  I  did  not  even  attempt  to 
convince  myself  that  what  I  felt  for 
Adrienne  was  anything  less  than  phys¬ 
ical  desire.  All  the  signals  were  there, 
lighting  me  up  inside,  just  as  they  had 
each  time  that  Gabriel  and  I  made  love. 

I  had  never  considered  myself  par¬ 
ticularly  aggressive  with  men,  but 
dialing  Adrienne’s  number  the  minute 
my  eyes  blinked  open  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  did  not  strike  me  as  being  out  of 
context  with  the  irrational  person  I  had 
overnight  become.  The  need  to  see  her 
was  burningly  imperative;  I  could 
scarcely  wait  until  the  school  bus  came 
to  collect  my  children  so  that  I  could 
concentrate  my  thoughts  and  efforts  to 
effect  another  meeting  with  Adrienne. 

Happily,  Adrienne  felt  much  the 


same  as  I,  and  over  the  next  few  weeks 
we  were  constantly  in  each  other’s 
company.  Since  Adrienne  had  been 
divorced,  and  was  the  mother  of  three 
teen-aged  children,  she  related  well  to 
my  sons,  who  instantly  adored  her.  I 
was  saddened  to  learn  that  as  a  result 
of  her  past  history  with  alcoholism,  she 
had  given  up  her  children  to  her  hus¬ 
band  —  a  decision  which  did  not  sit 
well  with  me  and  one  that  I  railed 
repeatedly  against  once  I  came  to  know 
her  better. 

The  subject,  however,  was  one 
which  deeply  saddened  her,  and  eli¬ 
cited  in  her  great  pain,  so  I  did  not 
press  the  issue.  There  were  so  many 
other  subjects  about  which  we  were  of 
like  minds:  the  Watergate  scandal 
which  was  then  breaking  on  the 
American  scene,  the  corruption  of 
corporations  allied  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment  (Adrienne’s  pet  peeve),  the 
Women’s  Movement,  our  mutual  love 
of  travel  and  good  food. 

Since  Adrienne  had  the  van,  and  I 
was  without  transportation,  we  became 
a  familiar  twosome  in  the  sidewalk 
cafes  where  Americans  gathered. 
Usually  we  would  begin  our  day 
together  after  the  children  had  gone  off 
to  school,  stopping  for  Huevos 
Rancheros  and  cafe  con  leche,  before 
taking  off  for  the  hinterlands  to 
.explore  some  tiny  hamlet  or  gaze  on 
the  fabulous  Oaxacan  pyramids. 

While  our  friendship  blossomed,  my 
relationship  with  Gabriel  was 
undergoing  subtle  changes.  From  the 
outset,  Gabriel  had  been  the  one  to 
decide  when  he  would  visit  me,  a 
practice  which  I  grudgingly  allowed  for 
a  number  of  reasons,  not  the  least  of 
them  being  that  he  lived  over  an  hour 
and  a  half  away.  We  had  settled  on  this 
bizarre  geographical  arrangement  for 
two  reasons:  the  first  being  that  he  was 
still  married  to  a  woman  I  very  much 
respected,  who  was  terminally  ill;  and 
the  second,  because  of  economic  neces¬ 
sity.  Nevertheless,  I  suffered  greatly 
from  the  prolonged  separations,  and 
the  fact  that  I  had  no  access  to  him 
even  by  telephone. 

Although  I  felt  deeply  committed  to 
him  and  had  promised  to  live  with  him 
and  his  children  when  the  situation 
would  properly  permit  it,  I  could  not 
reconcile  this  with  my  growing  feelings 
for  Adrienne  —  the  fact  that  I  could 
not  let  a  day  go  by  without  seeing  her, 
the  fact  that  I  desired  her  in  the  same 
way  that  I  desired  Gabriel.  Beyond 
that,  there  was  the  disparity  between 
Gabriel’s  casual  regard  for  me  and  my 
welfare  and  Adrienne’s  deep,  involved 
concern.  For  one  thing,  she  had  been 
far  more  to  my  children  than  had  he, 
who,  much  involved  with  his  own  work 
as  artist  and  politician-revolutionist, 
gave  little  time  to  his  own  family. 

In  essence  and  in  practice,  I  was 
growing  away  from  Gabriel  and  to¬ 
ward  Adrienne.  The  thought  even  cros- 
ed  my  mind  that  we  might  share  a  place 
together,  and  verbalizing  it  at  last,  I 
found  Adrienne  had  been  thinking 
along  similar  lines. 

Up  until  this  point,  however, 
Adrienne  had  made  a  big  display  of 
proclaiming  her  heterosexuality, 
whereas  I  had  grown  strangely  mute  on 
the  subject.  It  was  her  desire  to  settle 
down  with  an  old  pensioner  and  live 
out  her  days  in  mobile-home  bliss.  1 
found  it  difficult  to  accept  this  pro¬ 
nouncement  in  view  of  her  relationship 
with  me.  It  was  my  unexpressed  feeling 
that  it  would  be  a  woman  and  not  a 
man  with  whom  Adrienne  eventually 
settled  down  —  not  that  she  seemed  the 
type  to  settle  down  at  all.  As  close  as 
we  were  then,  I  could  not  bring  myself 


to  ask  outright  whether  she  was  a 
lesbian,  since  her  conversation  seemed 
always  to  negate  the  possibility. 

For  my  own  part,  I  had  been  having 
some  serious  conversations  with  my¬ 
self,'  reminding  myself  of  my  advanc¬ 
ing  years,  the  fact  that  I  had  been 
married,  had  children,  ended  one 
career  as  an  artist  to  take  up  another  as 
a  writer.  If  homosexuality  was  now  in 
the  offing,  I  decided,  so  be  it.  Amaz¬ 
ingly,  the  prospect  held  no  great  fear 
for  me.  In  the  American  community, 
for  example,  Adrienne  and  I  had 
already  been  ‘labeled’,  and  the 
Mexican  male  in  the  street,  his  macho 
image  threatened,  did  not  hesitate  to 
throw  a  disparaging  remark  our  way  as 
we  passed  by. 

Finally,  on  a  beautiful  day  when  we 
had  gone  to  the  hills  overlooking  the 
lovely  valley  in  which  Oaxaca  was  situ¬ 
ated,  I  realized  that  I  could  not  go  on 
befriending  Adrienne  without  confess¬ 
ing  my  desire  for  her.  It  was  only  when 
the  words  lodged  in  my  throat  that  I 
understood  how  difficult  it  was  to 
express  feelings  of  love  for  a  member 
of  my  own  sex,  even  though  the 
feelings  themselves  had  evolved  quite 
naturally. 

“I’ve  been  straight  all  my  life  .  .  .”  I 
began,  “.  .  .  but  I  have  to  tell  you  that 
I  am  terribly  attracted  to  you.”  I 
waited  for  Adrienne  to  respond,  fear¬ 
ful  that  she,  unable  to  admit  her  own 
attraction  to  me,  would  bolt  in  abject 
terror.  My  eyes  were  fixed  on  a  big, 
mushrooming  cloud  overhead  as  I 
waited  for  Adrienne’s  reply.  Finally, 
after  a  long  silence,  she  said,  “That 
figures  .  .  .  I’m  a  man.” 

In  that  instant  my  heart  stopped 
beating;  the  soft  cloud  overhead 
plummeted,  crushing  me.  When  I 
regained  my  composure,  I  heard 
Adrienne  chuckling  quietly  beside  me. 

“That  is  .  .  .”  she  continued,  “.  .  .  I 
a  man.  Actually,  I’m  a  trans¬ 
sexual.” 

For  all  my  New  York  smarts,  I  was 
not  quite  sure  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word. 

“A  trans-sexual  is  a  person  who  has 
quite  literally  changed  sexes,”  she 
replied,  grinning  mischeviously, 
pleased  that  her  outward  femininity 
had  deceived  me. 

“WAIT  a  minute  ...”  I  hedged, 
trying  desperately  to  make  sense  of  the 
astounding  revelation.  Suddenly,  I 
understood  the  real  reason  for  Adri¬ 
enne’s  unwillingness  to  discuss  her 
marriage  and  her  children,  and  why  she 
had  omitted  certain  incidents  from  the 
autobiographical  sketch  she  had  drawn 
for  me. 

1  was  of  course  appalled  to  learn  that 
the  reason  she  was  no  longer  in  contact 
with  her  children  was  because  her  ex- 
wife  would  not  permit  it.  Rather  than 
understand  the  conflict  that  had  driven 
Adrienne  (then  Adrian)  to  alcoholism 
and  later  suicide,  she  herself  had  dealt 
Adrian  the  final  blow  by  taking  his  chil¬ 
dren  from  him. 

Mingled  with  my  own  confusion,  I 
felt  a  deep  sense  of  compassion  for 
Adrienne,  and  examining  my  feelings, 
knew  that  I  loved  her  more,  not  less,  for 
her  honesty.  Beyond  the  labels  of  male 
and  female,  hetero  and  homosexual, 
Adrienne  was  a  person  worthy  of  love,  a 
person  I  had  chosen. 

The  one  unanswered,  and  perhaps 
unanswerable  question  in  my  mind  was, 
if  A  drienne  was  a  male  who  had  become 
a  female,  who  was  I  in  love  with?  The 
male  A  drian  or  the  female  A  drienne? 


Continued  on  Page  10 
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Rosa  Von  Praunheim: 


Controversial  Filmmaker 


By  Tommi  Avicolli 

It  was  not  unusual  for  the  audience 
at  the  Christian  Association  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  that  night 
to  be  inflamed  by  what  they  had  just 
seen.  Audiences  around  the  country 
had  reacted  similarly,  and  to  prove  it,  a 
short  clip  of  a  New  York  audience’s 
reactions  to  It’s  Not  the  Homosexual 
Who  Is  Perverse  But  the  Situation  in 
Which  He  Lives,  was  shown.  The 
filmmaker,  Rosa  Von  Praunheim,  with 
some  20  films  to  his  credit,  was  calm. 
He  expected  such  rections,  and,  in  fact, 
as  he  admitted  to  me  earlier,  they 
pleased  him.  He  likes  to  see  people 
thinking,  debating,  communicating. 

The  film  is  a  critique  of  the  gay  male 
community  seen  through  the  eyes  of  an 
extremely  politically  conscious  gay 
activist.  Indeed,  Von  Praunheim ’s  film 
is  credited  as  having  begun  the  gay 
movement  in  West  Germany,  a  country 
he  describes  as  too  passively  liberal. 
Though  most  of  his  films  reflect  leftist 
attitudes.  It’s  Not  the  Homosexual  also 
attacks  the  commercialism  consumer¬ 
ism  and  the  lack  of  political  conscious¬ 
ness  of  the  gay  male  subculture. 
Specially  targeted  in  the  film  are 
individuals  who  define  their  whole 
existence  around  their  sexual  activity, 

Many  of  Von  Praunheim’s  films 
were  subsidized  by  German  television, 
and  currently  he  is  working  on  a 
documentary  on  the  gay  movement  in 
the  U.S.  It,  too,  will  be  shown  on 
televison  in  West  Germany  when  it  is 
completed  sometime  this  winter.  I 
talked  to  Von  Praunheim  a  few  hours 
before  the  showing,  which  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Gays  at  Penn  (in  Phila¬ 
delphia),  as  part  of  their  Gay  Cultural 
Festival. 

TA:  This  film  —  It’s  Not  the 
Homosexual  —  was  made  in  1970 
before  the  gay  movement  got  started  in 
West  Germany.  If  you  were  to  do  the 
film  over  today,  would  it  be  different 
in  light  of  the  fact  that  gays  are  now 
organized  in  that  country? 

RVP:  Oh  sure.  I’m  doing  a  film  right 
now  about  the  gay  movement  in  the 
states.  I’m  shooting  different  parades 
and  doing  interviews,  and  I  did  a  lot  of 
shooting  this  summer  in  California.  I 
went  to  Miami  to  work  against  the 
Anita  campaign,  and  I  came  back  in 
the  autumn  to  film  the  district  super¬ 
visor  election  [in  California].  It  was  the 
first  time  a  gay  person  [Harvey  Milk] 
won.  I’m  filming  now  in  New  York 
until  December,  mostly  what  has 
happened  since  Stonewall,  and  what’s 
happening  now.  I’m  going  across  the 
country  interviewing  different  gay 
groups. 

TA:  So  the  film’s  a  documentary? 

RVP:  It’s  very  personal,  too. 
There’s  a  kind  of  narrative  also.  It’s  a 
very  personal  statement. 

TA:  Why  are  you  filming  here  and 
not  in  West  Germany?  ' 

RVP:  Because  here  it’s  much  more 
interesting.  The  movement  in  Germany 
died  down. 

TA:  Why  did  it  die  down? 

RVP:  It  became  very  commercial¬ 
ized.  It’s  a  kind  of  semi-liberal 
situation  and  so  people  don’t  care  for 
politics  much.  I  think  it’s  also  the 
times.  The  Seventies  are  a  time  of  a 
move  to  the  right,  and  people  are  deaf 
to  the  system  and  not  so  interested  in 
movements  anymore. 

TA:  Regarding  your  criticisms  of  the 
gay  community  in  the  film  —  if  you 
were  making  it  over,  would  you  still 
make  the  same  criticisms? 

RVP:  Oh  sure,  and  much  more 
extreme.  The  situation  since  we  made 
the  film  became  much  more  commer¬ 
cialized.  What  I  point  out  in  the  film 


was  just  a  beginning.  Gay  people  try  to 
adapt  in  a  sense  to  straight  society; 
they  try  to  behave  very  macho.  It’s  a 
dangerous  thing  I  think.  I  think  it 
might  only  be  like  a  fashion  but  it’s  not 
very  pleasing  to  see. 

TA:  Are  there  many  gay  groups  in 
Europe? 

RVP:  Not  at  all.  Europe  is  so  dif-* 
ferent.  Also,  in  the  liberal  countries 
like  Sweden  and  Holland,  the  general 
attitude  is  still  the  same,  against  gay 
people.  And  it  would  be  very  easy  in  a 
way,  to  change  everything  because  peo¬ 
ple  are  not  that  educated  to  accept  gay 
people. 

TA:  Homosexual  acts  have  been 
legal  in  West  Germany  since  1969.  Do 
you  think  that  has  something  to  do 
with  the  movement  dying  out?  There 
wasn’t  as  much  to  fight  for? 


RVP:  The  gay  movement  started  in 
1971  with  my  film.  We  showed  the  film 
all  over  the  country,  and  started 
groups.  And  they’re  still  partly 
existing.  But  the  student  movement  in 
Germany  is  in  a  much  more  politically 
conscious  situation  —  people  are  much 
more  theoretical.  They  never  were  that 
practical  at  organizing,  I  would  say. 

TA:  Are  you  a  Marxist? 

RVP:  I  don’t  like  the  word  .  .  .  and  I 
don’t  believe  I’m  that  kind  of  thing. 
I’m  very  critical  about  the  system  and  I 
think  that  everybody  ought  to  be  aware 
that  to  fight  for  gay  rights  means  to 
change  the  system.  I’m  not  in  favor  of 
integrating  into  the  system.  And  I 
think  that’s  what’s  happening  - —  all 
these  movements  are  being  eaten  up  by 
the  system.  I  believe  that  a  movement 
has  to  be  strong  and  radical  and 
consistent  in  order  to  change  the 
system. 

TA:  What  kind  of  a  system  do  you 
envision  gays  creating  then? 

RVP:  That’s  very  difficult  to  say.  I 
never  want  to  teach  anybody  to  do 
something  in  particular.  We’re  all 
educated  to  follow  .  .  .  heroes  and  all 
that.  I  think  the  system  wants  us  to  be 
adaptable,  and  to  follow  what  some 
established  people  do.  And  I  believe 
much  more  in  independent  structures. 

TA:  In  your  film  you  criticize  im¬ 
personal  sex;  why  is  that? 

RVP:  That’s  the  purpose  of  my  film 
—  to  show  a  very  inhuman  and  self- 
oppressed  behavior  among  gay  people 
[which  is]  created  by  suppression  and 
the  straight  society.  In  a  way  it’s  really 
disgusting  to  see  gay  people  who  have  a 
chance  to  free  themselves  and  act  dif¬ 
ferently,  still  so  caught  up  in  self¬ 
oppression  that  they  don’t  step  out, 
and  don’t  behave  differently.  This  kind 
of  “lust  of  oppression,”  as  I  call  it,  [is] 
where  you  enjoy  your  oppression  so 
much  that  you  hang  on  to  it. 

TA:  Aren’t  we  elitist  when  we 
criticize  these  people  who  have  no 
other  outlet  for  their  sexual  feelings 
than  quick  impersonal  sex? 

RVP:  [It’s]  not  by  free  choice. 
People  come  from  all  over  the  country 
into  these  ghettos,  gay  ghettos,  and 
just  consume.  They  .  .  .  just  run  away 
from  the  very  oppressed  little  towns 
where  they  come  from.  They  just  hide 


in  bars  and  have  sex.  Gay  liberation 
doesn’t  mean  just  sex.  It  means  that 
you’re  a  human  being  and  you  relate  to 
another  human  being.  So  I  go  to  this 
ghetto  and  I  escape  and  I  don’t  care 
anymore.  And  very  few  people  are 
organized.  Very  few  people  do  some¬ 
thing  themselves  to  change  laws,  to 
change  the  situation,  to  educate  the 
public.  And  I  think  that’s  terrible. 

TA:  Your  film  has  received  a  lot  of 
criticism  from  gays.  How  do  you  feel 
about  that  criticism? 

RVP:  Very  positive.  I  think  the  film 
is  one  of  the  few  films  that  elicits  an 
extreme  emotional  reaction.  ...  It 
makes  people  aware.  They  start  to 
think.  We  never  show  the  film  without 
discussion,  so  people  always  have  a 
chance  to  talk  their  anger  out.  I  think 
it’s  much  more  interesting  to  do  a  film 


like  that  than  just  a  kind  of  self- 
satisfying  film  which  shows  how  beau¬ 
tiful  everything  is.  We  have  to  make 
people  aware  that  there’s  all  over  the 
country  a  big  movement  to  the  right, 
that  Anita  is  connected  with  big  right- 
wing  groups  which  are  more  than 
dangerous. 

TA:  Some  people  feel  your  film 
should  only  be  shown  to  gay  audiences, 
yet  you  maintain  that  it  should  not  be 
limited  to  gay  audiences.  Why? 

RVP:  Because  I  think  it  m^kes  gay 
people  more  aware  of  their  situation.  I 
want  to  force  gay  people  to  deal  with 
it.  They  have  to  see  the  film  together 
with  straight  people  and  to  say,  okay, 
you  put  me  in  this  situation.  You’re  the 
straight  bastard  who  repressed  me  for 
so  long  and  who  put  up  all  these  rules 
and  you  put  me  in  a  very  inhuman  situ¬ 
ation. 

TA:  But  couldn’t  it  very  easily  have 
the  opposite  effect.  Couldn  ’t  it  cause  a 
backlash  against  gays? 

RVP:  That’s  what  many  people 
thought  when  the  film  was  shown  on 
television  [in  Germany],  and  just  the 
opposite  happened.  Liberal  people 
related  very  positively  to  the  film  .  .  . 
because  they  could  identify  with  the 
subject,  and  they  felt  that  they  are  in  a 
similar  situation.  The  general  repres¬ 
sion  is  not  very  far  from  the  specific 
gay  repression.  The  very  right-wing 
people  —  the  Nazis  or  radical  anti-gay 
people  —  you  can’t  change  them. 

TA:  But  they  have  to  be  dealt  with  in 
some  way? 

RVP:  I  think  just  in  a  fight.  There  is 
no  educational  possibility.  I  refuse  to 
appeal  to  fascists. 

TA:  Would  you  feel  comfortable 
with  your  film  being  shown  on  Ameri¬ 
can  television?  It’s  a  different  audience 
altogether. 

RVP:  Sure.  I  think  it  will  never 
happen,  because  you  have  the  shittiest 
television! system  in  the  whole  world. 
What  it  does  to  people  is  a  crime. 

TA:  What  kinds  of  things  are  you 
referring  to  when  you  use  the  term 
" gay  capitalism”? 

RVP:  I  mean  bars  and  baths  .  .  . 
[and]  whatever  you  see  advertised. 
Cotnmercialism  says  you  have  to  be 
cold,  you  have  to  be  aggressive,  you 
have  to  be  on  your  own. 


TA:  Is  it  the  same  way  in  West 
Germany? 

RVP:  Sure.  West  Germany  is 
second-hand  America.  We  have  to 
accept  your  culture  because  of 
economy.  And  we  can’t  fight  it.  You’re 
these  capitalist  pigs  who  come  into 
Germany  and  put  in  money  and  all 
these  big  companies,  and  give  us  your 
culture.  It’s  like  the  Roman  days.  The 
world  is  to  stiive  for  Coca-Cola  and 
hamburgers.  That’s  how  it  functions, 
and  people  like  it.  I  liked  it,  too,  when 
I  was  in  West  Germany.  I  loved  it.  I 
thought,  that’s  the  world.  But  it’s  not. 

TA:  How  does  German  television 
differ  from  the  American  version? 

RVP:  It’s  independent,  it’s  non¬ 
commercial,  and  it’s  paid  for  monthly 
by  the  people  who  watch  it.  And 
because  there’s  a  committee  which 
chooses  the  programs,  there’s  much 
more  independence.  They  bought,  for 
example,  100  hours  of  independent, 
experimental  American  films.  No 
single  one  was  ever  shown  on  Ameri¬ 
can  television.  And  they  showed  100 
hours  of  it. 

TA:  Is  it  still  legal  to  discriminate 
against  gays  in  Germany? 

RVP:  I  don’t  know.  We  have  differ¬ 
ent  laws.  I  never  heard  of  a  case  where 
someone  could  throw  you  out  because 
you’re  gay.  I  think  .  .  .  you’re  much 
more  protected.  I’m  not  sure  if  they 
can  fire  you  if  you’re  openly  gay.  I 
doubt  if  an  employer  would  fire  you. 

TA:  Do  jou  think  there’s  the 
potential  in  Germany  for  a  person  like 
Anita  Bryant  to  rise  up  and  raise  the 
type  of  campaign  she’s  waged  here? 

RVP:  Germany  is  not  so  much  a 
country  of  extremes  as  America  [is].  I 
think  it’s  doubtful  that  it  would 
happen  because  of  the  Nazi  era.  Also, 
we  have  a  kind  of  white,  middle  class, 
economically  well-situated  society 
which  doesn’t  push  things  to  such 
extremes. 

TA:  What  about  the  gay  church? 
How  do  you  feel  about  it? 

RVP:  Church  in  general  is  terrible.  I 
think  that  religion  stinks.  I  think  it’s 
typical  that  the  strongest  gay  organi¬ 
zations  are  churches,  because  people 
feel  so  repressed  .  .  .  they  escape  into 
this  kind  of  shit.  And  I  wish  they  could 
be  more  political  in  a  way.  But  I  guess 
they  do  good  social  work. 

TA:  What  are  some  of  the  issues  the 
West  German  movement  dealt  with? 

RVP:  They  started  out  as  a  very 
strong  political  group,  like  the  Gay 
Liberation  Front  in  New  York.  They 
said  that  it  was  important  for  gay 
people,  in  order  to  see  their  own 
oppression,  to  see  it  in  connection  with 
other  oppressions,  and  the  general 
oppression.  So  we  took  part  in  the  First 
of  May  March  and  anti-Vietnam 
marches.  We  started  off  theoretical. 
[We  said]  you  have  to  read  a  lot  in 
order  to  be  educated;  you  had  to  study 
Marx.  It  was  a  kind  of  dry  thing. 
People  just  talked.  It  was  mostly 
intellectual.  It  was  very  difficult  for 
them  to  come  down.  I  think  it’s  a 
special  German  attitude.  I  wish  we  had 
been  more  practical,  like  GAA  [Gay 
Activists  Alliance]  in  New  York,  which 
made  the  gay  issue  a  single  issue. 

You  don’t  feel  the  oppression  so 
much  in  these  semi-liberal  countries. 
Everything  is  so  hidden.  People 
pretend  to  be  kind  of  liberal  but  in 
their  hearts  they’re  the  same  [as]  the 
reactionaries.  You  can’t  force  *hem 
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“In  a  way  it’s  really  disgusting  to  see  gay  people  who 
have  a  chance  to  free  themselves  and  act  differently, 
still  so  caught  up  in  self-oppression  that  they  don’t 
step  out,  and  don’t  behave  differently.  This  kind  of 
‘lust  of  oppression’,  as  I  call  it,  [is]  where  you  enjoy 
your  oppression  so  much  that  you  hang  on  to  it.’’ 


Gayla  Flea  Market 

at  the 

Boston  Eagle 

88  Queensberry  St. 

Sat.,  May  20th ,  3-8pm 

special  drink  prices  door  prizes 

free  admission 

limited  selling  space  available 

contact  Dick  at  the  Eagle  to  reserve  space 

*47-9586 


PROUDLY  ANNOUNCING  THE  FIFTH 

NATIONAL  WOMEN’S 
MUSIC  FESTIVAL 

DEDICATED  TO 

MALVINA  REYNOLDS 

Champaign,  Illinois  JUNE  13-18 
CASSE  CULVER 

ALIVE! 

KAY  GARDNER 
and  new  from  Montana 

CHEAP  COLOGNE 

Six  days  of  fine  feminist  music 

We  especially  request  that  classically 
trained  musicians  join  our  orchestra  to 
perform  in  the  Saturday  evening  concert. 
RSVP  to  Kay  Gardner 

c/o  Wise  Women  Enterprises 
BOX  33 

STONING  TON,  ME. 

Registration:  S30  (S40  after june  11) 
Weekend  passes  available. 


PO  Box  2721,  Station  A 
Champaign,  IL  61820 
(217)333-6443 


THE 


HOUSE 

RESTAURANT  A 

and 

the 

Delivery 

Entrance 

12  Wilton  Street.  Allston 
783-5701 

off  Cambridge  St.  near  Harvard  Ave. 


THE  NOSE  KNOWS! 

Get  ahead  in  the  hard-nosed 
world  of  pure  pleasure.  Amaze 
your  friends.  Amuse  yourself. 


Quality  underwear  with  black 
color  illustration. 

Send  check  or  money  r;'der  to: 
Body  Covering 
19a  Beale  St. 
Wollaston,  Mass. 

•  ItMMMMf’tr  ............  ...................... 

I  d  like  to  sliuk  my  nose  into  someone  else’s 

busme-i  Please  send  me _ pair  of  Nose 

knows  '  *nderwear.  £  $3  75  each. 

□  Bnels  OS  DM  DL  DXL 
Add  85<  postarje  A  handling 

Name, _ _ . _ 

Address _ 

City /Slate.?  ip _ 


l  as 


OFFSEASON 
RATES 

special  “2”  DAY  RATE 
ALL  WEEK  LONG 

Singles _ $20— i  I 

$25 


Dbls. 

Dbls. 


2 

NIGHTS 


w/b  $35 1 
SEPT.  15-JUNE  15  (except  holidays) 
Reservations  Suggested 

12  Johnson  St.,  Provincetown  02567 
(617)487-0138 


II il 


■  Ml 


III 


Open  7  nites  till  2  a.m. 

Sunday  is  2  for  1  nite  at  the 
Delivery  Entrance,  lp.m.  to  2  a.m. 
— Monday  thru  Thurs.  5-6:30,  1 
Dinner  regular  price,  2nd  dinner  up 
to  equal  for  half  price. 


Sunday  Brunch  11-4  at  the  House 
Restaurant. 

Monday  Eve.  at  the  Delivery 
Entrance.  Raffle:  win  2  free  dinners 
at  the  House  Restaurant. 

T  Dance  4-?  on  Sunday,  Delivery 
Entrance. 


BOOKS 

Illuminating  Dark  Spaces 


In  Such  Dark  Places.  By  Joseph  Cald¬ 
well.  New  York:  Farrar,  Straus, 

Giroux,  1978;  $8.95,  230  pages. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

The  term  “gay  novel”  is  used  to  in¬ 
dicate,  represent,  and  account  for  any 
number  of  various  fictional  works.  It 
connotes  cultural  interest  rather  than  a 
sense  of  critical  precision  or  under¬ 
standing.  It  has  been  applied  to  a  book 
by  a  homosexual  about  homosexuals 
( Taking  Care  of  Mrs.  Carroll),  a  book 
about  homosexuals  by  a  straight  au¬ 
thor  ( Consenting  Adult),  a  book  by  a 
homosexual  without  overtly  gay  char¬ 
acters,  yet  having  a  certain  “sen¬ 
sibility”  (The  Picture  of  Dorian  Gray). 

The  advent  of  gay  liberation  opened 
the  door  to  a  new  freedom  in  publish¬ 
ing:  homosexuality  and  its  contingent 
lifestyle  were  fitting  subjects  for 
literature;  not  only  that,  but  the  char¬ 
acters  didn’t  have  to  kill  themselves  or 
each  other  at  novel’s  end  .  The 
Lord  Won  V  Mind  and  The  Front  Run¬ 
ner  found  immediate  acceptance  in  a 
world  in  which  inhabitants  never  be¬ 
fore  had  such  a  chance  to  read  about 
themselves.  They  were  concerned  — 
and  in  a  sense  quite  rightfully  —  about 
the  state  of  being  gay.  And  their 
protagonists  were  defined  as  being 
homosexuals  in  a  heterosexual  world. 
Their  concerns  were  indicative  of  an 
emerging  new  consciousness  and,  al¬ 
though  not  literature  (in  fact  they  are 
quite  terrible),  they  constituted  a 
breakthrough  in  popular  culture. 

In  Such  Dark  Places,  a  first  novel  by 
Joseph  Caldwell,  is  what  might  be 
called  a  second  wave  popular  “gay 
novel.”  Eugene,  the  main  character,  is 
homosexual  and,  although  this  is  a 
given,  it  is  important  to  point  out  that 
the  book  chronicles  a  spiritual,  rather 
than  sexual,  crisis.  Eugene’s  homo¬ 
sexuality  however,  is  not  incidental, 
but  is  perceived  as  an  integral  part  of 
his  emotional,  spiritual  and  psycho¬ 
logical  gestalt. 

Set  during  the  Easter  season  in  New 
York’s  Lower  East  Side,  the  story 
details  Eugene’s  passing  sexual 
obsession  with  a  young  man  who, 
while  marching  in  a  passion  play- 
turned-riot,  is  stabbed  to  death. 
Eugene’s  camera,  which  might  hold  the 
clue  to  the  murder,  is  stolen.  He  is  soon 
plagued  by  a  thirteen-year-old  street 
urchin  who  has  become  obsessed  with 
him,  and  whom  Eugene  suspects  is  the 
thief.  Eugene’s  interest,  meanwhile,  is 
drawn  to  a  friend  of  the  murdered 
man,  who  might  be  his  murderer. 
There  is  also  a  slightly  crazed  Catholic 
priest,  obsessed  with  guilt  and 
forgiveness,  who  has  more  than  a 
passing  interest  in  what  Eugene’s 
pictures  might  reveal. 


The  book’s  plot,  with  its  throwbacks 
to  Blow  Up  and  Graham  Greene 
novels,  is  rather  simple,  yet  quite 
serviceable  in  supporting  rather  weigh¬ 
ty  psychological  and  spiritual  com¬ 
plexities.  The  writing,  however,  is  what 
keeps  the  book  moving.  Caldwell’s 
taut,  lean,  hungry  prose  matches  the 
starkness  of  both  the  Lower  East  Side 
and  the  characters’  inner  selves.  When 
there  is  action  to  convey  —  the  murder 
scene,  or  the  chasing  and  killing  of  a 
rat  with  a  switchblade  —  Caldwell’s 
prose  is  as  tight,  sensing,  and  indicative 
as  you’ll  find  in  modern  fiction. 

Like  the  fictions  of  Graham  Greene, 
Flannery  O’Connor  and  Sherwood  An¬ 
derson,  In  Such  Dark  Places  is  about 
attaining  spirituality.  This  is  not  the 
treacly  spirituality  of  The  Fancy 
Dancer  or  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 
And  He  Knows  I’m  Gay,  but  rather  the 
hard  core  reality  of  existing  as  a  rea¬ 
sonable  person  in  a  corrupt,  self- 
destroying  world.  If  the  spiritual 
message  of  the  book  may  seem  a  bit 
simple-minded  (though  hardly  as 
simple-minded  as  Greene’s  The  Potting 
Shed,  a  respected  piece  of  Catholic 
apology),  Caldwell’s  attitude  towards 
sexuality  is  elevating:  Eugene’s  final 
“vision”  of  himself  and  the  world  has 
as  much  to  do  with  his  self-acceptance 
as  a  homosexual  as  with  anything  else. 

Like  Isherwood’s  A  Meeting  By  The 
River,  or  Claude  Miller’s  film,  The 
Best  Way,  In  Such  Dark  Places  does 
not  focus  upon  the  homosexual  vs. 
society.  It  is  a  novel  reflecting  a  myriad 
of  inner  conflicts,  the  resulting  sparks 
of  which  are  illuminations  of  quick 
truths.  It  is  a  “gay  novel”  in  the  way 
that  Doris  Lessing’s  The  Golden  Note¬ 
book  is  a  “woman’s  novel”;  they  are 
both  about  so  much  more,  yet  never 
lose  that  germ  of  knowing  that  makes 
them  simultaneously  specialized  and 
transcendent. 


BEYOND  MALE  AND  FEMALE 


Continued  from  Page  8 

Physically,  Adrienne  perhaps 
exemplified  the  androgynous  person, 
having  the  height,  weight  and  broad 
shoulders  generally  associated  with  the 
male  physique,  while  at  the  same  time 
having  hairless  facial  skin  (removed  by 
electrolysis  and  dissuaded  by  female 
hormones)  and  sizeable  breasts  and  hips 
(also  produced  by  hormones).  The 
dresses,  stockings,  jewelry  and  make-up 
that  so  delighted  her  succeeded  in 
throwing  the  balance  toward  the 
feminine,  or  what  better  should  be 
described  as  ‘a  societal  concept  of 
feminity’. 

1  could  only  conclude  after  a  great 
deal  of  soul  searching  that  1  had  simply 
fallen  in  love  with  a  person,  originally 
male  in  the  physical  sense,  but  female  in 


terms  of  her  emotional  responses.  There 
was  certainly  no  doubt  in  Adrienne’s 
mind  that  she  was  a  woman  who  wanted 
nothing  so  much  as  to  go  to  bed  with  a 
man,  but  now  she  too  was  experiencing 
some  confusion,  since  I,  obviously,  was 
not  a  man,  and  she  was  in  love  with  me. 

Adrienne’s  admitted  fear,  and  one 
that  I  could  well  understand,  was  than 
having  gone  through  all  of  the  agonizing 
steps  in  becoming  a  female  she  would 
now  become  a  homosexual  female 
rather  than  a  heterosexual  one.  I  could 
not  help  but  laugh  uproariously  at  this, 
and  at  the  unexpected  twist  our  rela¬ 
tionship  had  taken. 

Unbeknownst  to  either  of  us  at  the 
time,  we  had  perhaps  stumbled  on  the 
true  nature  of  personhood:  the  ability 

Continued  on  Page  12 
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BOOKS 

Romantic  Pulp 


Edge  of  Twilight  by  Paula  Christian. 

Timely  Press,  1978.  158pp.,  $4.50; 
This  Side  of  Love  by  Paula  Christian. 

Timely  Press,  1978.  144pp.,  $4.50. 

Timely  Press,  P.O.  Box  267,  New 

Milford,  Connecticut,  06776. 

By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

Paula  Christian’s  Edge  of  Twilight 
(originally  written  in  1959)  and  This 
Side  of  Love  (1963)  are  the  first  two 
books  of  a  six-volume  set  being  pre¬ 
pared  by  Timely  Press.  This  collection 
is  being  offered  “because  of  the  en¬ 
during  popularity  ...  of  Christian’s 
novels.”  The  books  are  identically 
bound  with  black  leathery  covers  and 
gold-embossed  letters  —  all  giving 
them  the  appearance  of  skinny  Bibles. 
The  publishers  claim  that  these  novels 
“are  stories  for  today”  because  “peo¬ 
ple  talk  more  openly  about  les¬ 
bianism.”  We’ll  see. 

Edge  of  Twilight  opens  with  a  night 
flight  to  Puerto  Rico,  on  which  Val 
MacGregor  is  head  stewardess.  (She  is 
half-Spanish  and  calls  herself  “part 
Scotch  and  tequila.”)  Plot  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  book  is  as  silly  as  the 
characterizations.  Val  (sometimes 
called  “Mac”  by  the  flyboys  she  runs 
around  with)  plays  along  with  the  atro¬ 
cious  sexual/chauvinistic  attacks  with¬ 
in  her  male-dominated  working  world. 

New  stewardess,  pert,  tiny  Toni 
Molina,  is  eager  to  please  supervisor 
Val  in  more  ways  than  one.  Together 
they  brave  the  flight  to  Puerto  Rico 
through  a  hurricane  —  one  of  the 
dullest  “action”  scenes  I’ve  read  in  a 
long  time.  Once  in  Puerto  Rico,  Val 
and  Toni  get  drunk  in  their  hotel  room, 
strip  off  their  clothes  (because  of  the 
heat,  you  see)  and  wind  up  in  bed  to¬ 
gether.  This  scene  does  not  get  as 
sexually  exciting  as  it  sounds.  Toni 
sobs  and  lunges  at  Val  with  a  French 
kiss.  (Was  sobbing  a  prerequisite  to 
foreplay  in  ‘59?  I  can’t  remember;  I 
was  just  a  pre-schooler.)  “I  guess  you 
thought  I  was  your  boyfriend,”  Val 
offers  feebly,  awaking  to  new  emo¬ 
tions,  while  Toni  lapses  back  into  her 
disguise  as  bouncing  heterosexual. 

Eventually  Val  and  Toni  do  get  it  on, 
but  Val  freaks  out  and  moves  to 
Miami.  Escaping  Toni,  she  plummets 
into  a  series  of  heterosexual  affairs. 
Her  steady  boyfriend  Don,  a  timid 
conservative  man  itching  to  be 
dominated,  pops  in  for  a  visit.  Thanks 
to  a  lesbian  cab  driver,  Don  and  Val 
chance  on  a  gay  bar.  They  have  an  ex¬ 
plosive  argument,  Don  walks  out  and 
Val  trips  the  light  fantastic,  dancing 
with  a  dashing  dyke.  After  150  pages 
of  soul-searching  and  denials,  Val 
realizes  she  belongs  in  Toni’s  arms  and 
flies  back  to  her.  The  End. 

The  outdatedness  of  both  these 
books  shows  itself  considerably  — 
there  is  constant  reference  to  the  girls 
dressing  up  before  skipping  out  for  a 
toddy,  not  to  mention  the  use  of  such 
archaic  accoutrements  as  make-up  and 
(what?)  brassieres. 


The  author  seemingly  has  every  in¬ 
tention  of  presenting  the  gay  way  as  a 
desirable  alternative  lifestyle;  however, 
we  are  continually  slapped  with  left- 
handed  compliments.  This  is  most 
readily  seen  in  Edge  of  Twilight's  lurid 
bar  sequence.  It  is  the  first  time  Val  has 
been  to  a  gay  bar.  Don,  the  boyfriend 
(non-gay,  thus  “normal”),  is  at  first 
uneasy,  then  repulsed.  Christian  does 
indeed  paint  an  ugly,  bizarre  setting, 
yet  Val,  the  coming-out  lesbian,  gets 
vibes  saying  she  has  found  her  proper 
place  and  this  is  where  she  belongs.  She 
is  with  her  own  people;  she  has  finally 
come  home. 

Christian’s  questionable  reflection 
of  gays  continues  in  This  Side  of  Love 
as  Toni,  the  little  dyke  tamale  that  has 
brought  Val  out,  goes  on  to  become 
(horrors!)  a  marijuana  smoker  and 
possible  embezzler.  She  is  seen  as  a 
possible  bad  influence,  leading  Val 
astray  into  a  lifetime  of  irresponsibil¬ 
ity.  Hardly  the  type  of  girl  you’d  like  to 
bring  home  to  mama,  unless  mama  was 
a  hedonist. 

Val,  and  especially  Toni,  have  little 
depth  and  their  relationship  is  shown 
as  purely  sexual.  Kissing  ears,  mouths, 
necks,  and  hair  is  doted  on,  breasts 
pressing  against  breasts,  legs  entwined 
—  but  there  is  never  any  blatant  sex 
scene  described.  (Darn!)  We  are  lured 
along  with  cuddling,  foreplay,  then 
given  an  untimely  fade-out. 

Edge  of  Twilight  and  This  Side  of 
Love  are  in  the  same  vein  as  the  lesbian 
pulps  of  the  forties  and  fifties.  These 
romance  books  were  thin  paperbacks 
with  sordid  cover  art.  The  story  usually 
centered  on  a  young  woman  (femme, 
of  course)  who  suffered  heartaches 
aplenty  from  her  butch  bull-dyke 
lover.  The  butch  would  get  bumped 
off,  and  the  femme  would  either  go  on 
to  another  lesbian  relationship  —  or  go 
straight  and  marry  some  daddy  figure. 
All  the  characterizations  in  these  books 
tended  to  be  immature.  Dark  images 
pervaded,  while  there  was  always  an 
obligatory  bar  scene.  Lesbian  pulps 
were  always  tragic.  Some  had  no  sex 
scenes  at  all,  just  lots  of  longing,  while 
others  were  so  hard-core,  they  were 
downright  hot  and  nasty. 

Lesbians  today  probably  find  it  easy 
to  smirk  or  pooh-pooh  these  types  of 
novels.  They  are  viewed  as  material  of 
the  Combat  Zone  variety,  most  likely 
written  for  straight  voyeuristic  men. 
Even  when  these  books  are  attributed 
to  obscure  women  authors,  wary  les¬ 
bians  may  be  unwilling  to  accept  this  as 
true.  How,  they  may  ask,  could  women 
possibly  write  such  negative  trash? 

Regardless  of  your  opinion  of  pulp 
romances,  there  are  a  great  many  dykes 
who  cling  to  them.  I  can  recall  having 
quite  a  library  of  these  books  stashed 
in  my  underwear  drawer  when  I  was 
sixteen  —  who  else  remembers  the 
(mis)adventures  of  Beebo  Brinker? 
Despite  a  variety  of  valid  objections, 
these  books  do  have  a  place  in  our 
culture.  They  are  often  crucial  in  the 
evolution  of  individual  dykes  and  have 
acted  as  initial  stepping-stones  in  the 
great  coming-out  process. 


ROSA  VON  PRAUNHEIM 


Continued  from  Page  9 

out.  You  don’t  have  the  kind  of  con¬ 
frontation  you  have  in  America.  That’s 
why  I  love  America.  It  makes  you 
aware  of  how  terrible  things  are.  You 
know  where  you  are,  you  know  what 
you  have  to  fight  for. 

TA:  From  your  observation  of  the 
U.S.,  where  do  you  see  things  going? 
In  what  direction  —  right,  left? 


RVP:  I  think  it  depends  in  general 
upon  where  society  goes.  Are  we  going 
into  a  very  conservative  period,  like  the 
Seventies?  Is  a  new  movement  coming 
up?  Is  something  underground  saying 
we  won’t  take  this  shit  anymore?  Will 
the  Eighties  be  something  revolution¬ 
ary?  If  we  are  part  of  it,  then  we  can 
make  the  Eighties  into  a  very  revolu¬ 
tionary  time. 
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$3.95  BUYS  ALL  OF  THIS 

Our  Introductory  Offer 

1  -  Indian  Head  Penny 
1  •  Liberty  Nickel 
1  -  Buffalo  Nickel 
1  •  Large  Penny  eng. 

1  -  WW  II  1943  Penny 
1  -  W.B.  Pennies 
Before  1920  ag 
1  •  Wooden  Nickel 
1  -  1968  S  Penny  (unc) 

1  -  Rare  1960-D  Small 
Date  Penny 

1  •  S  Mint  Penny  -  25  yrs. 

Plus  Free  Twe  Bill 
plus  Our  Free  Gift 
Plus  Our  Free  Brochure 
Send  $3.95  and  .25  Postage  to: 

JIM  DeNINNO  &  CO. 

Suite  5,  Pike  Bldg.  Viewmont  Village 
Scranton,  PA  18508 


GAYS-BI’S 

STRAIGHTS 

Wild  assortment  of  sexual  turn-ons 
and  marital  aids.  Largest  variety! 

Best  quality! 

•  Rubber  Goods  (all  sizes) 
vibrators,  dildos,  french  ticklers, 
life  size  dolls,  etc. 

•  Leather  Goods  —  B&D,  S&M 
"‘  Use  your  imagination 

•  Accessories  and  Novelty  Items.  .  .  . 
"We  ve  got  it  all!  —  the  rest  is  up 

to  you.'" 

Call  or  write  for  our  free  catalogue  today. 
Immediate  delivery  —  money  back 
guarantee. 

PLEASURE  PLUS  PRODUCTS 

P  O.  Box  U69 

468  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Boston,  Mass.  02115  (617)  247-9141 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  «3-4340 


Bi(  4  Unit  Show 

•  4  Ted  &  Daryl  t  Alex  Men  Between  Tkemselm 
Writer*  Delight  Long  John  yX) 

Kansas  City  Tracking  Co. 


Free  hot  and  cold! 
beverages  for  our  j 
patrons 
Friday  Night 
Midnight  Show 


Boston's  Best  All  Mete  Show! 


John  P  Ward 


Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 
2  Park  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


X-RATED 
ALL  MALE 
CAST 


Toby  in  L.A. 
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12  Faces  of  Love 


QfpLEM  LEJkF 

;t: 

NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 

Funeral  Designs  —  Hospital  —  Birthday  —  Anniversaries  — 
Holiday  Centerpieces,  and  any  other  special  occasion. 

Located  in  the  Heart  of  the  New  South  End 


Flowers  and  Plants  For 
All  Occasions 


All  Major 
Credit  Cards 
Accepted 

478  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston 


Flowers  Wired 
Anywhere  In  The 
World 

Delivered  Local(y 

247-3500 
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Save  this  Ad for  tO°o  Courtesy  Discount 
for  repuirs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phonos-HiFi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.  V. s  &  Stereo  —  at 
lowest  price-.  ANYWHERE!  We  also  buy 
and  sell  used  T.V.’s  Outside  antenna 
installation  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech. 

Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

IS  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL,  BOSTON 

Tel.  523-2187 

PAPER8ACKS 
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1  ■  RECORDS 

1111  Wwl)  GAMES 

TAPES 
GREETING  CARDS 
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sound:  ' 

CHARLES  RIVER  PLAZA 

173  CAMBRIDGE  STREET  617)  523*5195 
BOSTON.  MASS  02m 
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Contact  Lenses 

Hard  Gas  Perm  Soft  (B&L) 

$100*  $150*  $175* 

(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 

On  The  Tillage  Square 

Also,  no-boil  and  astigmatic  soft  lens. 

Bellows  Falls,  Vermont 

Call  For  Consumer  Info 

Sb  Rooms  Dining  Room  Coffee  Shop 

353-1550 

Piano  Bar  Disco  Bar 

20  min.  from  major  ski  areas 

Dr.  Richard  T.  Montross 

2  hrs.  from  Boston 

665  Beacon  Street,  Suite  303 

f  or  further  information  and  reservations  write 

Boston,  Mass.  02215 

af  call  John  or  Andrew  1-S02-463-3966. 

‘Single  vision  lenses  exclusive  of  professional  fees. 

For  th«M‘  with 
«liM*riminating  tnwlr... 

Rhode  Island 
Feminist  Theatre 

presents 

D. /L 

INTERNAL 

(2fzLca^o 

INJURY 

Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 

539  Tremont  St. 

May  11-13 

-(illESTS- 

...in  Ihr  rrntrr  of 
l*rovin<*rfown  al 

May  14 

(for  women  only) 

May  18-20 

*3.50 

Tickets  at  the  Door 

t»  Winslow  Slm>t 

(4*  1  7)  4417-05:17 

A  Dwarfed  Apocalypse 


By  Robert  Etherington 

Back  in  the  long  gone  days  of  my 
adolescence,  I  discovered  the  non¬ 
fiction  works  of  Oscar  Wilde  and 
believed  them  to  be  among  the  most 
delightful  of  critical  essays.  But  one  of 
my  aged  and  worldly  professors  re¬ 
marked  that  their  enormous  wit  and 
style  didn’t  entirely  compensate  for 
their  basic  superficiality,  their  repiti- 
tiousness,  their  lack  of  truly  original  or 
insightful  ideas.  Intimidated,  I  reread 
The  Critic  as  Artist,  In  Defense  of 
Lying,  et  al.,  and,  being  very  stern  with 
myself,  admitted  that  yes,  the 
marvelous  prose  masked  ideas  that 
were  largely  trivial.  Thus  are  youthful 
illusions  shattered. 

So  too,  Kalki,  Gore  Vidal’s  latest 
novel,  though  not  lacking  in  wit  and 
style,  essentially  trivializes  what  is,  to 
say  the  least,  an  enormous  subject:  the 
decline  and  fall  (and  the  reasons  there¬ 
fore)  of  the  whole  of  the  human  race. 

Vidal  has  written  Kalki  as  a  first 
person  narrative,  unwisely  using  as  his 
Gibbon  one  Theodora  “Teddy”  Ottin- 
ger,  a  rather  dull-witted  aviatrix  with 
an  attachment  to  the  memory  of 
Amelia  Earhart  as  intense  as  Myra 
Breckenridge’s  devotion  to  Maria 
Montez. 

The  dim  but  intrepid  Teddy  finds 
herself  employed  to  transport  about 
the  world  J.  J.  Kelly,  a  Vietnam 
veteran  who  now  believes  himself  to  be 
Kalki,  the  tenth  reincarnation  of  the 
Hindu  god  Vishnu  come  to  destroy  the 
world.  Using  paper  lotuses  saturated 
with  deadly  bacteria  and  dropped 
from  Teddy’s  plane,  Kelly-Kalki  does 
indeed  succeed  in  killing  absolutely 
everybody,  except  himself  and  a  small 
band  of  immunized  followers.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  for  various  reasons  none  of 
the  few  survivors  can  reproduce  and, 
as  they  die  of  old  age,  the  world  is 
finally  left  to  the  monkeys,  the 
implication  being  that  simians  couldn’t 
possibly  make  as  great  a  mess  of  it  as 
have  humans. 

Teddy’s  principal  reaction  to  all  this 
is  little  more  than  “Blown  was  my 
mind.”  As  seen  through  her  prosaic 
eyes,  the  end  of  the  human  race  is  an 
almost  dull  affair,  with  little  sense  of 
real  horror  or  of  what  must  be  the 
awful  emptiness  of  a  completely 
depopulated  planet.  Does  Vidal  believe 
that  humanity  is  so  unspeakable  that 
its  total  destruction  should  be  almost 
trivial? 

Part  of  the  problem  is  that  Teddy  in 
her  role  as  narrator  speaks  and  writes 
in  a  short,  clipped,  slangy  style  (“I  was 
spaced  out.”),  a  style  with  which  Vidal 
seems  not  entirely  comfortable  (though 
he  does  maintain  it  throughout  the 
novel  —  a  neat  trick).  The  apocalypse 
is  thus  made  to  sound  like  a  casual, 
uninteresting  affair. 


And,  as  seen  .by  Teddy,  the 
obviously  all-important  character 
Kelly-Kalki  has  but  one  recognizable 
dimension:  a  blond  sexiness.  Yet, 
during  the  course  of  the  novel,  he 
manages  to  attract  an  enormous 
number  of  devoted  followers  willing 
and  able  to  recognize  him  as  a  divine 
figure  (though  their  devotion  doesn’t 
save  them  from  destruction).  What 
charismatic  qualities  does  he  possess 
which  enable  him  to  spawn  so  large 
and  grand  a  religious  movement?  Nar¬ 
rator  Teddy  doesn’t  or  can’t  tell  us.  In¬ 
deed,  her  descriptive  and  analytical 
powers  are  so  limited  that  everyone 
around  her  appears  lifeless  even  before 
the  Day  of  Judgment.  No  doubt 
Vidal’s  point  is  that  the  world  is  now 
populated  by  people  who  are  already, 
for  all  intents  and  purposes,  dead.  The 
apocalypse  thus  becomes  largely  irrel¬ 
evant.  Unfortunately,  the  lifelessness 
of  his  characters  has  also  overwhelmed 
Vidal  himself. 

But  maybe  all  this  is  unimportant 
since  Kalki  is  less  about  the  end  of  the 
world  than  about  why  the  world  ought 
to  end.  The  novel  contains  more  or  less 
comic  jeremiads  against  what  Vidal  has 
long  (and  usually  justly)  perceived  to 
be  the  ills  of  our  wicked  world,  princi¬ 
pally  the  American  part  of  it.  Among 
his  betes  noires  are  ghost  writers, 
television,  Jimmy  Carter,  Ronald  Rea¬ 
gan,  overpopulation,  Muzak,  drug 
laws  and  those  who  enforce  them,  etc., 
etc.  —  the  detritus  of  American  civili¬ 
zation,  or  rather  barbarism.  The  actual 
destruction  of  all  this,  not  to  mention 
the  aftermath,  seems  not  to 
particularly  interest  Vidal.  When  the 
assorted  ills  of  our  world  are  elimin¬ 
ated,  what  is  there  left  for  him  to  write 
about?  He  has  no  vision  of  a  New 
World,  brave  or  otherwise,  and  the 
novel  completely  collapses  after 
humanity  makes  its  insignificant  exit. 

It  must  also  be  said  that  Vidal  has 
written  about  America’s  infinite  short¬ 
comings  at  other  times,  in  other  places, 
and  with  greater  skill  (particularly  in 
his  usually  marvelous  essays).  Kalki  is 
largely  a  repeat  of  earlier  jokes,  other 
denunciations.  Is  Vidal  in  danger  of 
becoming  an  aging  vaudevillian  per¬ 
forming  the  same  routines  over  and 
over  again,  thereby  making  them 
trivial? 

That  word  again  —  trivial.  It  is 
impossible  to  escape  the  impression 
that  Kalki  is  little  more  than  a 
conventional,  if  fitfully  amusing  essay 
on  this  and  that  decayed  aspect  of 
American  civilization,  an  essay  Vidal 
has  stretched  to  the  breaking  point  to 
fit  it  into  the  form  of  an  eschatological 
novel.  As  a  vision  of  a  grand  apoca¬ 
lypse,  Kalki  is  small  and  unimagin¬ 
ative.  If,  as  Vidal  believes,  the  world 
richly  deserves  destruction,  can’t  his 
imagination  allow  us  a  bigger,  more 
spectacular  finish? 


BEYOND  MALE  AND  FEMALE 
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for  either  a  man  or  a  woman  to  love 
someone  of  either  sex  equally.  1  believed 
that  this  would  be  the  natural  condition 
if  society  did  not  teach  us  at  an  early  age 
that  heterosexuality  was  the  only 
possible  choice  open  to  us  and  that 
homosexuality  smacked  of  perversion 
which  could  lead  only  to  the  direst  of 
social  consequences. 

After  we  had  laid  aside  the  fears  that 
were  a  stumbling  block  to  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  our  love,  we  were  secure  in  the 
knowledge  that  we  had  transcended 
societal  labels  and  the  societal  taboos 
that  had  hindered  us  from  expressing 
physically  what  were  very  natural 
feelings. 


Though  Adrienne  and  I  have  now 
settled  in  different  parts  of  the  world, 
the  vision  of  mankind  as  androgynous 
which  I  first  glimpsed  with  her  lives  on 
within  me,  coloring  my  relationships 
with  everyone  I  meet.  I  know  now  that  it 
is  possible  to  love  wholly  either  men  or 
women. 

In  Del  Martin’s  and  Phyllis  Lyon’s 
very  fine  book  Lesbian/ Woman,  the 
point  is  made  that,  if  people  were 
allowed  to  respond  to  each  other  openly 
and  naturally  without  rigid  role  defini¬ 
tions,  we  might  come  to  understand  the 
ambisexual  nature  of  the  human 
animal.  Having  experienced  this  first 
hand,  I  know  it  to  be  true. 
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people,  places  and  flings  I 


By  Eric  Rogers 

The  Exeter  St.  Theatre  is  the  place  to 
go  on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights.  The 
Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show  is  the  mid¬ 
night  show  at  the  moviehouse  and  the 
crowds  are  turning  out  in  droves.  The 
theatre  offers  a  special  discount  for 
those  who  come  in  full  costume  and  all 
of  Boston  is  decking  out  for  the  dis¬ 
count.  Some  of  the  wildest  costumes 
around  town  for  a  long  time  can  be  seen 
around  Back  Bay  just  before  the  mid¬ 
night  show.  The  show  has  been  selling 
out,  so  arrive  early.  The  movie  is  a  spec¬ 
tacular  parade  of  madness  that  must  be 
seen  to  be  believed.  Let  me  just  say  that 
the  audience  has  been  bringing  rice  and 
confetti  to  throw  during  the  appropriate 
scenes.  Perhaps  we’ll  see  you  there  .  .  . 
the  movie’s  showing  every  Friday  and 
Saturday  night,  at  midnight,  until  the 
end  of  May.  .  . 


thanks  for  all  the  work  he  has  done  for 
us  in  and  out  of  the  State  Flouse.  Dave 
Drolet  will  be  acting  co-cordinator  until 
the  general  elections  are  held  next 
month.  We’ll  miss  Joe,  but  he  can  still 
be  heard  every  week  with  Lisa  Schwartz 
on  WCAS’ Closet  Space .  .  . 

What’s  this  about  a  special  Mind 
Shaft  Club  opening  in  Boston  in  the  old 
North  Station  Cinema?  I’m  told  the 
club  will  operate  on  the  same  principal 
as  New  York’s  original .  .  .only  leather 
and  denim  will  be  allowed  in,  and  no 
cologne.  Opening  date  will  be  coming 
soon  .  .  .  The  ASMC  is  presenting 
Spirits  on  the  Run,  their  third  anniver¬ 
sary  run  on  June  9,  10,  and  1 1 .  Events 
will  be  held  in  Boston,  at  Herbie’s 
Ramrod  Room  and  at  the  Randolph 
Country  Club,  south  of  the  city.  There 
will  be  swimming,  a  talent  show,  a 
barbecue,  and  a  presentation  of  the 
ASMC  musical,  Spirits  in  Love.  Cost 
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The  Village  People 


P’town  is  gearing  up  for  the  summer 
madness  and  I’ve  just  heard  that  the 
Village  People  will  be  in  town  for  Me¬ 
morial  Day  weekend.  They  will  be 
giving  two  live  concerts  on  Saturday, 
May  27th,  at  7  and  10  p.m.  at  Pro- 
vincetown  City  Hall.  The  concert  will  be 
a  benefit  for  To  Save  Lives  the  lower 
Cape  ambulance  association  which 
provides  the  only  emergency  ambulance 
service  from  P’tovvn  to  Hyannis.  The 
organization  is  all  volunteer  and  non¬ 
profit  and  they  need  $7000  for  a  heart 
monitor  defribulator  the  Life  Pack 
Five.  Tickets  will  cost  $6,  $8,  and  $10 
and  may  be  purchased  through  Life¬ 
saving  Productions,  Inc.,  Box  111, 
Provincetown  02657.  Plan  to  be  on  the 
Cape  that  weekend  to  kick  off  the 
season  and  don’t  miss  this  important 
benefit .  .  . 

GCN’s  thanks  go  out  to  the  Harvard- 
Radcliffe  Gay  Students  Association  for 
donating  25%  of  the  profits  from  their 
recent  dance  to  our  paper.  .  .That  kind 
of  impromptu  benefit  is  very  much  ap¬ 
preciated  .  .  .  Joe  Martin  has  formally 
announced  his  resignation  from  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Gay  Legislation.  The  whole 
community  owes  Joe  a  great  deal  of 
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for  the  weekend  is  $20  and  registration 
may  be  sent  to  ASMC  of  Boston,  Suite 
69,  102  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114.  .  . 
money  orders  and  checks  should  be 
made  payable  to  ASMC  of  Boston  .  .  . 

Congratulations  go  out  to  Attorney 
Richard  Rubino  and  his  wife  on  the 
birth  of  their  daughter  Jaimie  .  .  . 
Congrats  also  to  Gary  Dotterman  of 
The  Bar  and  his  lover  John  Cyrus  on 
their  3rd  Anniversary.  The  party  was 
held  at  The  Bar  on  May  1  &s  aco-cele- 
bration  with  May  Day,  the  Internation¬ 
al  Workers’  Day.  Gary  had  two  cakes 
.  .  .  one  saying  Happy  Anniversary  and 
the  other  was  a  red  cake  with  a  hammer 
and  sickle.  .  . 


Lawrence  Lane 


The  Glines  in  New  York  has  brought 
back  Gulp!,  their  award  winning  show 
that  set  the  record  for  the  longest 
running  Off-Off  Broadway  show  last 
year.  The  show,  a  gay  musical  farce,  re¬ 
turns  to  the  Glines  on  June  1st  with  its 
original  leading  man,  Lawrence  Lane. 
Tickets  for  the  opening  performance  are 
$10  and  are  tax-deductible.  Thereafter, 
GULP!  plays  Fridays,  Saturdays,  and 
Sundays  at  8:00  plus  Saturdays  at  10:30 
withticketsat$5  .  .  .Check  it  out. 
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BOOKS 

Unmasking  in  Public 


Take  Off  The  Masks  by  Malcolm  Boyd. 
Doubleday  &  Company,  Garden 
City,  New  York,  1978;  Hardback, 
178pp.  $7.95. 

By  Bill  Mulkern 

The  first  thing  that  came  to  my  mind, 
before  even  opening  the  book,  was, 
“Oh  God!  Not  another  coming-out 
story.”  The  name,  however,  Malcolm 
Boyd,  was  familiar.  Wasn’t  he  the 
author  of,  uh,  yes,  Are  You  Running 
With  Me,  Jesus?  Published  in  1965,  it’s 
surprising  that  I,  a  child  of  eleven  at  the 
time,  would  remember  such  a  book  at 
all.  But  I  did  remember  it,  and  I 
remembered  too  that  it  was  very 
popular  and  very  controversial.  On  the 
strength  of  my  childhood  impression,  I 
decided  not  only  to  read  Take  Off  the 
Masks  with  the  attention  it  deserves,  but 
to  acquaint  myself  with  the  career  of 
Malcolm  Boyd  as  well. 

What  I  discovered  on  both  counts 
surprised  and  even  moved  me.  Like 
fellow  cleric  Troy  Perry,  author  of  The 
Lord  Is  My  Shepherd  And  He  Knows 
I’m  Gay  and  founder  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church,  Father 
Malcolm  Boyd,  an  Episcopalian  priest, 
has  written  an  autobiographical 
account  of  his  struggle  to  reconcile  his 
homosexuality  with  his  Christianity,  his 
personal  life  with  the  public  myth.  With 
Take  Off  the  Masks  he  joins  the  too- 
slowly-growing  number  of  noted  gay 
Americans  who  have  come  out  to  the 
general  public. 

Perhaps  I  should  qualify  that  by 
saying,  “once-noted”.  For  the  most 
part,  Malcolm  Boyd  has  been  out  of 
sight  and  out  of  mind  during  the 
Seventies;  strange  for  a  man  once 
named  by  Life  as  one  of  “the  100  most 
Important  young  people  in  the  United 
States”;  included  by  Madamoisellewhh 
Frederico  Fellini,  James  Baldwin,  Jules 
Feiffer,  and  Norman  Mailer  as 
“Disturbers  of  the  Peace”;  and 
interviewed  and  argued  over  by  David 
Frost,  Johnny  Carson,  Look,  New 
York  Times  Magazine,  Newsweek, 
Publishers’  Weekly,  and  Time.  That 
was  back  in  the  early  to  mid-Sixties.  His 
reappearance  in  1978  may  have  been 
delayed  (the  book  explains  why)  but  is 
certainly  timely,  for  the  setback-ridden 
gay  movement  may  have  gained  an 
important  spokesperson  if  Boyd  can 
reassert  the  charisma  that  once  made 
him  such  a  dynamic  figure. 

The  process  of  his  coming-6ut  was 
crystallized  when  one  evening  he  blurted 
out  that  he  was  a  homosexual  to  the 
elderly  monk  hearing  his  confession. 
The  monk  came  and  knelt  down  beside 
him  and  told  him  not  to  worry,  for  God 
loved  him  too.  That  night,  as  Malcolm 
lay  in  his  cell,  he  became  aware  that 
there  was  someone  standing  in  the 
darkness  of  his  room.  The  figure  pulled 
down  the  sheets  and  joined  Malcolm  in 
bed,  holding  him  close  in  his  arms.  It 
was  theelderly  monk, 

”.  .  .  his  tenderness  and  gentle  grace  were 
angelic  qualities  to  me.  I  had  known 
shame  and  guilt,  a  sense  of  despicable 
ugliness  and  guilt  concerning  my  sexual 
condition.  Society  had  taught  me  to  feel 
this  way.  The  church  had  whispered  se¬ 
crecy  and  penance.  Yet  (this)  beautiful  old 
man  accepted  me.  He  used  his  body  to  tell 
me  I  was  loved.  He  simply  held  me  for  a 
long  while.  There  were  no  words.  After  he 
got  up  and  departed,  I  never  saw  him 
again.  .  .  .  the  monk’s  nocturnal  visit 
served  as  an  absolution.  It  freed  me  spir¬ 
itually  of  my  unnatural  sense  of  guilt  over 
my  homosexuality.  I  was  .  .  .  liberated  to 
live  my  split  life  of  career  on  the  one  hand, 
and  my  closeted  sexuality  on  the  other.  ’ ’ 

Malcolm  was  by  now  keenly  aware 
of  the  link  between  the  church  and  the 
brutal  societal  repression  not  only  of 


gays  but  of  other  minorities.  After  his 
ordination,  he  was  assigned  to  an 
urban,  inner-city  parish,  a  white- 
attended  church  in  a  black  neighbor¬ 
hood.  One  Sunday  he  traded  places  with 
a  black  priest,  and  the  congregation 
balked  at  taking  the  communion 
“chalice  from  a  nigger’s  hand”.  Mal¬ 
colm  was  appalled. 

The  Church’s  smug  acceptance,  even 
support,  of  such  evils'as  racism,  McCar- 
thyism,  and  the  Cold  War,  was  alienat¬ 
ing  many  of  its  members,  especially  the 
young.  Malcolm  and  a  few  others  per¬ 
ceived  that  is  this  trend  continued  the 
Church  would  die.  Religion  could  not 
be  static  and  socially  irrelevant  and 
expect  to  be  viable.  Malcolm  left  his 
parish  to  become  a  civil-rights  activist 
and  joined  a  Freedom  Ride  in  the  South. 

Later  appointed  chaplain  of  Wayne 
State  University  in  Detroit,  Boyd  ex¬ 
tended  his  ministry  to  student  bars  and 
coffeehouses,  and  talked  freely  about 
agnosticism,  God,  love,  and  sex. 

Then  came  the  publication  of  his 
book  of  contemporary  prayers,  Are 
You  Running  With  Me,  Jesus?  1 1  was  an 
instant  hit,  a  bestseller,  and  Malcolm 
achieved  celebrity  status.  His  life  came 
full  circle.  He  had  no  personal  life,  not 
under  the  public  eye.  He  had  his  mission 
and  his  message,  and  he  continued  to 
champion  many  causes:  the  anti-war 
movement,  drug  decriminalization, 
civil  rights,  women’s  liberation;  but  he 
felt  a  hypocrite  exchanging  personal  ful¬ 
fillment  for  political  effectiveness.  He 
began  to  suffer  crippling  muscle  spasms 
in  his  back,  a  psychosomatic  punish¬ 
ment  for  repressing  his  sexuality. 

Enough  was  enough,  he  realized.  If 
his  life  continued  as  before,  he  would 
drive  himself  mad.  He  began  to  disen¬ 
gage  himself  from  most  of  his  commit¬ 
ments,  and,  almost  unnoticed,  retreated 
from  public  view  to  begin  reassessing 
and  healing  himself. 

That  process  took  years  of  frustration 
and  slow  growth.  He  came  to  appreciate 
the  extent  to  which  role-playing  had 
warped  and  channeled  his  life.  It  would 
have  to  stop.  It  was  time  to  “take  off  the 
masks”  and  integrate  his  gayness  with 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  began  by  coming 
out  to  a  few  close  friends.  The  support 
and  encouragement  he  received 
strengthened  him.  He  attended  1976 
Gay  Pride  Week  in  Chicago  and  was 
asked  to  be  keynote  speaker  at  the 
second  national  convention  of 
Integrity,  the  organization  of  gay 
Episcopalians.  In  accepting  the  invita¬ 
tion,  he  wrote,  prophetically, 

“Speaking  at  the  convention  would  repre¬ 
sent  my  first  comprehensive  statement 
about  the  Gay  condition  and  experience 
—  this  after  having  spoken  in  the  past  con¬ 
cerning  the  Black  condition  and  experi¬ 
ence,  the  liberation  of  women  in  the 
church  and  society,  and  liberation  from 
war.  Indeed,  I  am  now  ready  to  make  this 
statement  —  and  I  want  to  do  so.” 

The  next  month,  September,  he  came 
out  again,  this  time  in  an  interview  in  a 
major  newspaper,  The  Chicago  Sun- 
Times.  Now,  not  only  the  general  public 
knew,  but  his  mother  and  the  rest  of  his 
friends  as  well.  The  response  from 
people  close  to  him  was  overwhelmingly 
supportive. 

For  the  past  two  years,  Malcolm 
Boyd  has  been  busy  writing  Take  Off 
the  Masks.  The  book  itself  modestly 
only  skims  over  an  extraordinary 
career,  one  whose  breadth  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  understand  when  considering  his 
sexual  autobiography.  He  himself 
denies  the  notion  that  the  directions  his 
life  has  taken  can  be  fully  explained  by 
his  response  to  his  homosexuality,  but 
one  wonders  how  many  other  lives  are 
made  remarkable  by  their  sexual 
identity. 
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MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILD  FLOWER 
I  don't  know  what  to  say  except  that  I  love 
you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


HOYT  SCHIRMERHORN 
Or  something  to  that  effect.  Will  we  ever 
work  together  again?  Don’t  feel  too 
lonely.  Helen  Waite. 


CHER  BOBBY 

Mon  petit  chou,  je  t’aime  beaucoup. 
Mercl  pour  tous.  N. 


R.  S.  IN  TORONTO 

It  was  so  good  to  see  you,  even  under  the 
rather  trying  circumstances.  Thank  you 
for  the  lovely  dinner  and  your  charming 
company.  Be  happy.  N. 


FOR  MALE  ERICA  JONG  .  .  . 

At  20  my  only  fear  is  flying  but  I  like  the 
romance  of  airplane  noise.  Reconsider 
the  Z-less:  Exist  or  subsist  (entialism?) 
Male  Joni  Mitchell. _ (44  +  ) 


2+1? 

GWM  couple  sks  third,  GWM  or  GBM  age 
17-35  for  social,  sexual  encounters.  Not 
into:  fats,  ferns,  hard  drugs,  S&M  and 
B&D.  Write  about  yourself,  incl  phone, 
best  time  to  call.  GCN  Box  893.  Letters 
with  photos  get  immediate  response. 
(Discretion  assured.) _ (44  +  ) 


LONELY  GWM  "ATHLETE” 

28,  5'11"  175  good  looks,  very  friendly 
seeks  G  or  Bi  friends  for  fun,  sex  and 
friendship  18  to  29.  No  fats,  ferns  or  drugs 
please.  To  ans  write  descriptive  letter  to 
GCN  Box  895.  Tel  nos  get  quick  reply. 

 (47) 


GAY  HOUSEBOY  WANTED 
Gay  white  male  26  married  3  small  chil¬ 
dren  seeks  slim  gay  white  male  18-20  4 
light  chores  and  companionship  in  return 
4  free  room  and  meals.  Send  photo  if 
possible.  P.O.  Box  81,  Broadway  Station, 
N ewport,  Rl  02840. _ (43) 


GWM  46,  young  at  heart,  honest,  self- 
supporting,  very  affectionate,  seeks 
same  for  meaningful  friendship  and  sex. 
Brattleboro  area.  GCN  Box  889. _ (45) 


Very  warm  &  affectionate  GWF  29  into 
enjoying  life,  disco  dancing  &  creating  a 
super  “natural  high"  in  loving  relation¬ 
ship  with  someone  who  loves  being  a 
woman  I  really  love  to  love!  Please 
respond  to  GCN  Box  870 _ (6-2) 


COUNTRY  LIVING? 

3  friendly  GMs  living  backwoods  lifestyle 
welcome  visitors  interested  in  organic 
gardening,  back-to-the-land,  etc.  Long¬ 
term  visit  also  possible,  involving  some 
work  in  exchange  for  room  &  board. 
Could  be  good  situation  for  someone 
who  is  in  a  time  of  transition.  Write  Octa¬ 
gon  House,  Butterworth  Farm,  RFD  2, 
Orange,  MA  01364,  or  call  (617)  249-7612. 

(AY) 

GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta- 
tion,  Boston,  MA  02114. _ (48) 


Healthy,  well-adjusted  GM  seeks  sam  - 
lor  enjoyable,  adult  relationship.  Nothing 
sleazy,  stupid,  warped  or  in  any  way 
<inky.  Must  be  intelligent,  flexible  and 
possessed  of  a  sense  of  humor.  Write 
GCN  Box  874  _ (37) 


Come  to  the  DOB  SPRING  FLEA  MAR¬ 
KET,  Sat.  may  20, 10-5.  OCBC,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Cambridge.  For  info:  1-683-0474. 
Rain  or  shine.  (44) 


WESTERN  MASS  CLOSET  WOMEN 
Do  you  need  to  talk  to  women  confined  to 
a  closet  as  much  as  I?  The  door  to  my 
closet  must  remain  shut,  but  my  closet  Is 
large  and  I  feel  the  need  to  sit  around  in  a 
social  situation  and  talk  about  our  lives 
and  our  problems.  If  you  are  sincere  in 
this  desire  too,  then  welcome.  We  cannot 
become  visible  except  to  each  other,  but  I 
believe  we  can  benefit  from  our  meeting. 
GCN  Box896.  _ (45) 


GWM  26,  6’  170  med  stu  planning  June/ 
July  trip  to  C.  America  to  learn  Spanish 
sks.  companion  Interested  In  same.  Am 
quiet,  friendly  not  into  gay  scene.  Letter, 
phone  to  GCN  Box  897. _ (44  +  ) 


Franklin-Milford  area  gay  man,  20,  5’2”, 
110  would  like  to  meet  gay  man  19-23,  of 
similar  characteristics.  I  like  current 
music,  beaching,  bicycling,  light  hiking  & 
popcorn.  Not  materialistic.  I  want  to 
know  you,  not  just  your  body.  Write  SJ, 
P.O.  Box  110,  Franklin,  MA  02038.  (43) 


GFs  in  jewelry  profession  —  Wholesale 
retail  design  craft  —  there  are  2  of  us 
downtown  lets  find  more  —  get  together 
for  social  &  professional  support.  Write 
GCN  Box  890.  _ (43) 


Lonely  WM  athlete,  29,  5’1 1”,  black  hair, 
and  glasses,  seeks  to  be  a. big  brother  to 
any  bi’s,  g's  for  fun  and  friendship  plus 
sex,  no  fats,  ferns  or  drugs.  To  reply  write 
to  P.O.  Box  1  Cl ,  Milton,  02186.  Phone  nos 
get  quick  replies.  _ (42) 


WILL  the  person  newly  from  Bradenton 
who  is  now  staying  with  friends  in  Dor¬ 
chester  please  call  Dave  (formerly  of 
Manatee)  again,  to  rap? _ _ 


LTL  BROTHER-SON-NEPHEW? 

Gntl  caring  GWM  5'8"  135  br  hz  40+  sks 
YGWM  needing  love,  home,  suppt,  free  to 
reloc  entry  area,  willing  to  help  around 
house,  yard.  Many  ints.  No  drugs,  SM, 
kinky  stuff.  Will  ans  sine  Itrs  w/full  dets  & 
recent  pic.  Box  316,  Bedford,  NY  10506. 

(43) 


Reliable  apartment  cleaning.  Call  Tom  at 
367-0660. 


GAY  SCIENTISTS 

An  organization  of  gays  in  the  Biological 
and  Physical  Sciences,  Math  and  Engi¬ 
neering  has  formed  in  central  North 
Carolina.  We  would  like  to  hear  from 
others  in  these  fields  who  are  interested 
in  organizing  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  All  we  can  offer  is  information 
and  moral  support  but  contact  us 
anyway.  Write  Triangle  Area  Gay 
Scientists,  Box  1137,  Chapel  Hill,  NC 
27514.  _ (46) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

individuals,  couples 


a  GROUP  COUNSELING 


For  Quincy  and  Newton  coll  472-1331 
or  Mock  stone  Valley  or  Norrogoneett  Boy  Area 
CALL  (617)  813-1220  FOR  APFT. 


ACTON  —  VIKING  VILLAGE 
1-2  brs  for  young  adults  with  bale  over¬ 
looking  pool-tennis  1  mi  to  Bos-Camb 
train.  $215-250.  Unfurn-furn.  (617) 
263-9125. _  (43) 


3  acres  privacy 

4  rm  new  duplex  no  utl  or  appl 
$225  a  month,  Weare,  NH 
Call  (603)529-7204  after  5  PM. _ (43  +  ) 


MEOW— MEEEEEEoooooooW— 
MEEEEEEEEEEEEEoooooooooooooW 
Christopher,  Applesauce,  Burning 
Bright,  and  Miss  Griggles. _ (44  + ) 


Free  Kittens  to  a  good  home.  Nine  weeks 
old.  Eating  &  box  trained.  One  male  &  one 
female.  Both  white  w/black  spot  on  head. 
Call  436-1471.  Keep  trying. 


GAY  BUSINESS  PERSONS 

Tired  of  dealing  with  many  sales  people? 
Have  problems  deciding  where  to  invest 
your  money  for  business  promotions?  D. 
Bellavance  Agency  will  help  you.  Free 
consultations.  Call  739-2200.  A  Board 
Member  of  the  Gay  Business  Associa 
tion. _ _ _ (c) 


Sublet— sunny,  spacious,  6-room  fum. 
apt  in  Allston.  2  porches,  trees,  conv.  loc. 
June-Aug.  $290. 783-1551. _ (44  +  ) 


Wanted,  apt  in  So  End.  $200/mo  or  under, 
jreferably  unrestored.  Will  sublet  w/op- 
don,  have  pet.  Call  Don  at  (617)  373-1802. 
_ (Due) 


GAY  TEACHERS 

A  gay  teacher  is  doing  a  study  on  the  sit¬ 
uation  of  the  gay  elementary  and  high 
school  teacher.  If  you  are  or  have  been 
such  a  teacher,  or  you  have  quit  teaching 
because  you  are  gay,  and  you  are  willing 
to  discuss  your  experiences,  please  write 
to  Teacher,  GCN  Box  ABC,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Bos.  02108. _ (ER) 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 


ALLSTON 

All  sizes  reasonably  priced  in  clean, 
quiet,  safe  neighborhood.  Tony  Bosco, 
783-5131.  (TB) 


Scale  slave?  Feminist-oriented  therapy 
group  now  forming  for  women  with 
weight  problems.  For  information  call 
(603)  431-5147, _ (45) 


Sublet,  2  bedroom  apt.  till  Sept.  1.  Lots  of 
space.  833  Beacon  no.  15.  Call  Bob  be¬ 
tween  9  and  11.  $235  per  mo.  266-8190. 

(RW) 


II  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  In 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 
Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 


5l 


Beacon  Hill  sublet  available  mid-May.  2 
bedrooms,  sunny  liv  rm,  kitchen,  bath, 
access  to  roof,  cat  OK,  $265  inc  ht,  ht 
water.  (617)  367-2645. _ (43) 


247-3431 


MA  02108. 


services 


I  CARFORD-JOHNSON  ASSOCIATES 
I  Personal  and  Business  Accounting 

^  Gay  Owned  /  Gay  Operated 


APARTMENTS 

Nice,  inexpensive,  all  sizes,  close  to  pub¬ 
lic  trans  in  Allston.  Tony  Bosco  783-5131, 
783-5701.  _ (c) 


Lifestyle,  .discussion  group  Tues  6:30 
professional  leader.  Also  therapy.  Insur¬ 
ance  accepted.  Institute  for  Rational 
Livinq,  330  Dartmouth,  Boston.  536-1756. 

(43) 


HOUSECLEANING 

Efficient,  reliable,  references.  Call  Mario 
after  6pm.241 -8239  . _ (GD) 


APT.  FOR  RENT 
CITY  SQ.,  CHARLESTOWN 
5  rm  apt.  $130.00  month.  Ht  and  util  not 
included.  Call  241-8239. _ (GD) 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 

160  Comm.  Ave.  (Vendome  Mall) 
(JBoston  (617)247-1832 


PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975.  


roommates 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings, 
_ (GH) 


Carpentry— Neat,  good,  inexpensive. 
Leave  message  fo*  Gilbert  Fornier  at 
367-2134. 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 
(603)  224-5600  Concord 


OH  YES  YOU  CAN! 

You  can  lose  weight  nutritionally, 
the  safe  and  natural  way.  Trim  off 
excess  inches  and  pounds— 
without  starvation  diets— 
without  hunger  pangs— 
without  bankruptcy— 
without  exercise — 

Hard  to  believe?  What  can  you  lose  by 
looking  into  It?  Only  something  you’ve 
wanted  to  lose  for  a  long,  long  time. 
E.D.C.,  P.O.  Box  568,  Worcester,  MA 
01601,  753-2209  NOW. _ (44  +  ) 


apartments 


Rooms  Copley  Square  pleasant  home 
and  area.  267-2274.  (43) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 


Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 


Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 


Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk. 

'  Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk. 


If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 


There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 
Name _ ! _ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED 
Please  Print  Neatly. 


.  -  $_ 


Address. 


City. 
.  Zip 


State. 


. Phone. 


GWM,  24,  seeks  one  GWM  20  to  40  to 
share  mod  2  bdrm  Beacon  Hill  apt  ww 
dishwasher,  sundeck  rent  $150/mo  plus 
$150  sec  dep.  Call  Kevin  eves, 
617-367-0004. _ (44  +  ) 


Maine  lesbian,  30,  and  non-destructive 
dog,  7,  need  room  or  apt  to  share  for  1 
month.  May  15-June  15,  Boston,  Camb.  or 
outlying  areas.  Reliable,  considerate,  ref¬ 
erences.  Call  collect  (207)  773-3794. 

(45) 


Roommate  wanted  for  2  bedroom  apt  833 
Beacon  St.  Lots  of  space.  $117.50  a  mo. 
Lease  runs  till  Sept.  Call  Bob  at  266-8190 
between  9  and  1 1.  (RW) 


GWM  23  needs  2  rmmtes  for  3  bed  sunny 
Beacon  Hill  apt.  $93.30  inc  ht  hw,  dish¬ 
washer,  garb  disp,  pvt  roof,  riv  vw,  expsed 
brick  walls.  Call  367-1394.  (42  +  ) 


LOOKING  FOR  ROOMMATE? 

GM  22  sks  rm  in  hse  or  apt  prefer  pleas¬ 
ant,  responsible,  neat,  non-smoking 
people.  Can  pay  to  130.00  monthly.  Call 
John  *>  443-33  56,  Boston  only _ (43) 


LARGE  (12  BEDROOMS) 
Beautiful,  group-owned  house  in  Pros¬ 
pect  Hill,  Somerville,  is  looking  for  3  new 
members.  We  are  8  men  &  women  of 
varied  professions,  aged  28-43,  interested 
In  finding  positive,  energetic  people  to 
join  us.  Call  anytime,  776-9500. _ (45) 


— WEST  OF  BOSTON— 

GBM  seeks  living  space  with  one  or  two 
other  people  in  Acton/Concord  area. 
Clean,  stable,  &  employed;  can  pay  up  to 
$130  per  month.  Call  Bill  at  (617) 
369-3874,  _ (44  +  ) 


GWM  27,  student,  seeks  person  to  share 
quiet  2  bed  apt  in  Bright/Brook,  comp 
frnshd,  $130/mo  conv  to  BC,  BU  &  MTA. 
Prefer  resp  ser  student.  Summer  only  or 
beyond  call  232-6672  after  5  or  wknd. 

_ 


NO  SHIT! 

3  GM  sk  an  energetic  4th  person  to 
complete  our  4  story  home  over  the 
summer  or  for  longer.  Call  427-2778.  It 
could  only  be  worse  In  Boise! _ (44  +  ) 


Roommate  wanted  for  2  bedroom  apt  on 
Fenway,  lots  of  sun  and  clean.  Call 
267-4706  all  day  until  10  p.m.  Rent 
$120.00 _  (46) 


Two  rooms  of  8  room  apt  available  June 
1.  $95/month+16  of  utilities.  Very  near 
“T,”  services.  East  Bost:  567-4494. 

(45) 


2  women,  3  men,  some  gay,  some  not, 
seek  woman  for  Somerville  living  collec¬ 
tive.  Phone  628-1038  for  more  info 
please... _  (ER) 


2  GF  sk  mature,  open,  considerate 
woman,  non-smoker,  for  quiet,  sunny  3  br 
in  hse.  Res.  St  near  bus— Oak  Sq  Bri.  95 


+  util.  CAM  782-3539.  Keep  trying.  (47) 


HOUSE  IN  ARLINGTON 
GM  or  F  to  share  warm  house  10  mins 
HVD  SQ,  pking,  yard,  prefer  persons 
caring  non-smoker  over  25.  $150  per  mo. 
Call  and  leave  msg.  648-1639. _ (46) 


GWM  24,  Harvard  grad  student,  seeks  gay 
rmmt,  pref  student,  for  mod  2  br  Cam¬ 
bridge  apt  for  summer  sublet  and  or  be¬ 
yond  Air-cond.  dishw,  disp.  $150  per  mo 
inc  util  exc  phone.  Nr  pub  trans,  pkg 
avlble.  492-8423.  _  (44) 


job  op 


CERTIFED  WOMAN  CAPTAIN 
and  crew  needed  for  chartered  yacht  In 
Provincetown  on  Cape  Cod  for  summer 
season.  Room  and  board  +  salary. 
Contact:  Gabriel  (617)  487-3766.  Write  c/o 
Outermost  Kites,  Box  1032,  Province- 
town,  MA  02657.  ■  (45) 


GRANTS  PERSON  NEEDED 
Volunteer  grants  person  needed  to  assist 
development  of  residential  entr  for  gay 
youth.  Send  letter  &  brief  vita  to  GCN  Box 
898.  _ _ (44) 


for  sale 


SHARES  AVAILABLE  IN 

&nbreto*  3nn,  3nc 


FOR  FURTHER  INFO 
CONTACT 

JOHN  MOISIS 

Village  Sq. 

BELLOWS  FALLS.  VT  05101 


COUNTRY  PROPERTIES 
Homes  and  acreage  for  sale  in  friendly 
rural  area  within  70  miles  of  Boston.  Call 
Art  for  an  appointment.  Countryside 
Realty,  253  E.  Main  St.,  Orange,  MA 
01364.  1-544-7406,  1-249-4534,  eves. 


Queen  size  mattress,  boxspring  frame, 
and  king  size  waterbed  mattress,  $75. 
GCN  Box  899. _ _ (TG) 


movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


misc 


I  am  Interested  in  joining  (or  starting)  a 
Lesbian  Farming  Community:  West 
Coast  or  Midwest.  Contact  GCN  Box  894 

- - J“±J 


THE  EAGLE  HAS  FLEAS  AGAIN 
Sat,  May  20,  3-8  PM  Gala  Flea  Market 
The  Boston  Eagle  88  Queensbury  St 
Crafts  collectables  arts  junque  etc 
Space  avail  call  247-9586  for  info.  (44) 


LESBIAN  MOTHERS  DAY  RALLY 
Stop  the  attacks  on  lesbian  mothers. 
Come  to  a  Rally  on  the  Boston  Common 
Saturday  May  13  noon.  Support  the  rights 
of  lesbian  mothers  and  the  rights  of  all  of 
us  to  decide  if  or  when  to  have  children. 

_ (NW) 


GAY  TEACHERS 

A  gay  teacher  is  doing  a  study  on  the  sit¬ 
uation  of  the  gay  elementary  and  high 
school  teacher.  If  you  are  or  have  been 
such  a  teacher,  or  you  have  quit  teaching 
because  you  are  gay,  and  you  are  willing 
to  discuss  your  experiences,  please  write 
to  Teacher,  GCN  Box  ABC,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Bos.  02108.  (ER) 
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w  anted 


Photographers  visiting  France:  Collector 
seeks  color  photo  or  slide  of  "Death  of 
Hyacinth"  by  Broc  at  Musee  des  Beaux- 
Arts  in  Poitiers.  Fee  negotiable  GCN  Box 
891  _ _ _ (43) 

We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we'll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  Richard 
at  426-4469. _ (c) 

GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
paint,  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  Richard  at  426-4469  (c) 

GAY  TEACHERS 

A  gay  teacher  is  doing  a  study  on  the  sit¬ 
uation  of  the  gay  elementary  and  high 
school  teacher.  If  you  are  or  have  been 
such  a  teacher,  or  you  have  quit  teaching 
because  you  are  gay,  and  you  are  willing 
to  discuss  your  experiences,  please  write 
to  Teacher,  GCN  Box  ABC,  22  Bromfield 
St  .  Bos.  02108.  (ER) 


resorts 


PROVINCETOWN  ON  $4  AN  EVENING 
For  the  GAY  MALE  visiting 
Provincetown,  CARL'S  is  comfortable, 
friendly  and  offers  complimentary  coffee, 
mixers,  parking,  etc.,  starting  from  $4 
Student  Dorm.  $8  up  Pvt.  Room.  Carl's 
Guest  House,  68  Bradford  St.,  Prov¬ 
incetown,  MA  02657.  Tel.  487-1650.  (48) 


penpals 


HOLA! 

Prov.  area  white  male,  26,  5'7’’,  170  lbs, 
brown  hair,  green  eyes  wants  meet 
Puerto  Rican  or  other  Spanish  males 
18-35,  color  or  language  no  problem.  P.0 
Box  293,  Cumberland,  Rl  02864. _ (44) 

We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals. 
GCN  Box  k92.  (c) 


ATTENTION 

Black  male  seeks  correspondence  with 
male  for  future  relationship.  Clarence 
Ken  Collins,  P.O.  Box  1167,  Gainesville, 
FL  32601. _ (51) 

WM  27,  6',  green  eyes,  brown  hair.  Wide 
variety  of  Interests.  Very  lonely.  James  R 
Scott  032374,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL 
32083. _ (51) 

Black  man,  29,  5’8’,  170,  can  relate  with 
anyone  who  desires  to  write.  Terry  A. 
Henry,  144-075,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucas- 
ville,  OH  45699. _ (51) 

25,  male,  Virgo,  very  lonely.  James  T. 
Patterson  143-313,  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699. _ (51) 

GWM  26  seeks  correspondence. 
Raymond  W.  Watford  021139,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (51) 

I  will  write  any  and  everyone.  Those  who 
are  concerned  please  write  William  Wat¬ 
son,  027666,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford.  FL 

32083. _ (50) 

6'3”,  185.  brown  eyes,  brown  complexion, 
black  hair.  Interested  in  music  reading, 
meeting  exciting  people.  Woodrow 
Diggs,  049896,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (50) 

organizations 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance  at  5:30  pm.  For  info,  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  021 14.  Tel.  536-6518. _ (35) 

GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALLIANCE  NJ 
—Men  and  women  —  Militantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Frl.  at  9  p.m. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8:30 
p.m.  (201)343-6402. 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER,  church  service  at  6  In- 
stitute  Road,  2  p.m.  Sundays.  756-0730. 


NGTF NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-dlscrimlnatlon  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

GAY  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
If  you  believe  organized  religion  is  the 
greatest  enemy  of  Gay  Liberation,  write 
for  information  on  a  new  movement  to 
GALA.  P.O.  Box  T4142,  San  Francisco.  CA 
94114. _ _ _ (41) 

CONSCIOUSNESS  RAISING 
Men,  40  and  older,  have  problems  differ¬ 
ent  from  young  Gay  Activists.  Small  dis¬ 
cussion  group  forming  NYC.  Call  (212) 
242-8112  or  write  Burdick,  Apt.  1C,  270  W. 
25th  St.,  NYC,  NY  10001. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Morris¬ 
town,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  884-0653;  347-6234. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defensa  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA  98109 
(206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 

BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an 
inclusive  group  of  religious  liberals 
working  to  provide  opportunities  for 
community  building  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  meets  every  Sunday  evening  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston 
St.,  at  7:00  pm.  Lesbians  especially  wel¬ 
come.  For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatly  at 
742-2100.  (D49) 

publications 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You're  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30306. 

'  (c) 

THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  CLOSET 
A.  Nolder  Gay’s  best  columns,  1973-1977 

$3.00  at  local  bookstores  or  Union  Park 
Press,  Box  2737,  Boston,  MA  02208.  (Add 
50c  p/h;  Mass,  add  5%  sales  tax). _ 


$35  REWARD 

Wanted:  Never  before  published  essays, 
stories,  personal  histories  by  and  about 
gay  women  ( prose  only).  $35  prize  for  best 
entry.  FOCUS  has  first  publication  rights 
on  ail  entries  submitted.  Regular  Focus 
staff  not  eligible.  Contest  closes  July  14, 
1978.  Send  to  FOCUS,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138. 


FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women,  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75c,  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus.  Box  GCN,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  021 38.  (c) 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication:  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage.  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send  $1 
for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  Issues  (In 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT.  Box  247, 
Grand  Cent.  St.,  NYC  10017. 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 


BAMBOO  LOUNGE 

30  Avery  St. 

Food,  Mixed. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 

Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 

Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

BOURBON  STREET 

(1st  floor  Citadel) 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Entertainment,  Dancing. 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 
39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing,  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food.  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing,  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
Food.  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 


DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  ‘‘It’s  Different." 

HARRY’S  PLACE 

45  Essex  St. 

Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs. 

ISAIAH’S 

11  Thomas  Street 

Worcester,  MA. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PARADISE 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Ta'king,  Mos'ly  Men.  864-4130 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing,  Men.  Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-11PM 


SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

12-2  PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Food,  Men.  Saturday  Brunch  5PM. 
Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM. 

STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

THE  SHED 

272  Huntington  Ave. 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  4PM. 

TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

TWELVE  CARVER 

12  Carver  St. 

Men. 


Quick 

Gay 


BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  617) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Am  Tikva  524-1890,  628-3986 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-1081,  354-8807 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men  (now  being  developed)  P.O. 
Box  398,  Allston,  MA  02134  277-0966 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St., 

Cambridge  02139  492-6450 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St., 

Boston,  MA  021 14  536-6518 

Elaine  Noble  (Rep.)  727-2584 

Evangelicals  Concerned  894-3970 

Fag  Rag  536-9826 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Fengay,  c/oTom  Nylund  267-1066 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  492-3353 

Gay  AlAnon  (alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston  471-6884 

Gay  Business  Ass’n,  Suite  129 
102  Charles  St.,  Boston  MA  02114 
G.B.A.  367-0733 

Job  Bank  367-3913 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

■  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm.Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Legislation  (Mass.  Caucus) 

P.O.  Box  8841,  JFK  Station,  Boston  02117 
73  T remont  St.,  Rm  224  742-4811 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box 
530.  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  287-1900  (X2396) 
Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U.  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  C/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM)  353-2790 

Gay  Youth  Advocates 

70  Charles  St.  523-0368 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Good  Gay  Poets  536-9826 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-2014 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582.  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St  ,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  1165. 

Framingham.  MA  01701. 

Nites  and  weekends  877-8550 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers,  c/o  Women's  Center, 


46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge  MA 
(Meets  Thurs.,  8pm.) 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  I86V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02139  661-8898,661-6358 

National  Organization  forWomen  267-6160 

New  Words  Bookstore  876-5310 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o 
Student  Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Foundation  for  crossdressers, 

transgenderists  and  gender  dysthorics,  • 

102  Charles  St.,  Suite  433,  Boston  02114 
Project  Lambda  523-0368 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Sexual  Health  centers  of  N.E.,  Inc. 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 16  266-3444 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay 
Concerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston 
02108  742-2100; 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 

Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  in 

Cambridge  547-2302 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  617) 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  851-6711 

Everywomans  Center.  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women's  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739 

Martha’s  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-8097 

Montachusetts  Gay  Alliance 

Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420  342-5963 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  999-1570 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 
Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition, 

Box  493,  Pittsfield  01201  442-9450 

Common  Womon  Club,  78  Masonic  St.. 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

1  verywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Help  Line  664-6391 

664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor,  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  J1002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Springfield  Gay  Alliance  732-9315 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women's  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

"Come  Out  Tonight,”  Box  WYBC/Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520 
CT  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 


Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  3712, 

Amith  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525 
East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation„Hartford  522-2646 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Box  2031,  Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  phone  counseling  (eves.),  New  Haven  436-8945 
Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  Women's  Center, 

U-118,  University  of  CT, 

Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575, 232-5110 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National  Gay 
Archives,  1  Gold  St.,  Suite  22B, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Integrity/Hartford 

.P.O.  Box  603,  Glastonbury,  Ct.  522-2646 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 

New  Haven  Lesbian  Rap,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  436-0272 

The  Church  of  the  Eternal  Flame  Universal  527-2656 
UConn  Gay  Alliance,  211  Student  Union, 

U  of  CT,  Storrs  06268 
Yalesbians,  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Wesleyan  Gav  Alliance  635-3Q35 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  University  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

55  Eddy  St.,  rm  306 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom  272-8482 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  333-1396 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Christian  Community  Church 
292  State  Street  (617)363-2286 

MCC-Extension,  292  State  St., 

Portsmouth  03801  382-4678 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301  228-8542 

Northwood  Women's  Group,  G.  Ball, 

Box  273,  RFD  1.  Manchester  03104 
NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

4  Valentine  Hill  Rd..  Durham  02834 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Counseling-Support  for  Gay  Women, 
c/o  Susan  Katz,  South  VT  Women's  Health 
Center,  187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  VT 
05701  775-1518 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT,  Burlington 
05401,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Women’s  Center.  182  Main  St.,  Burlington  863-1236 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  East  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  NY,  NY  10010 


Gay  Women's  Alternative  532-8669 

Gay  People  at  Columbia,  Columbia  U., 

10027  280-2574 

Gay  Teacher’s  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PI.,  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/499-1060 

Gay  Switchboard,  Box  805, 

Madison  Sq.  Sta.,  10010  777-1800 

The  Glines,  260  W.  Broadway  925-2619 

Hykin  Dykes,  44  Arden  St.  569-1888 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  758-1905 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.  10011  242-1212 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta., 

10017 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  rm_506  741-1010 

New  York  (fay  Prisoners  Support  Committee 
Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  675-2983 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

T  ri-base  Col  lective  533-4492 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave.  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  F-1711 

Binghamton  13902  (607)724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus. 

Box  131.  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Cornell  Gay  Liberation 

Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 

42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 
14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester. 

713  Monroe  Ave..  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R  .  Wilson 

Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective 
389  W.  Onondaga  St. 

Syracuse,  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Gay  Task  Force.  713  Monroe  Ave  . 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)244-8640 

or  244-9030 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance.  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College.  Clinton  13323 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201 

(518)462-6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 

Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)244-9030 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gav  Organizations. 

Box  131.  Albany  12201  (518)462  6138 

Onondaga  County  Human  Rights  Coalition 

Box  121,  DeWitt  13214  (315)475-6857 

Stonewall  Society.  Pougkeepsie  (914)473-3857 
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CALENDAR 

We’ve  expanded  our  calendar  to  include  monthly  listings .  The  deadline  for 
Calendar  Items  is  Wednesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue . 


13  sat 

C imbrldgi  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing,  3-6pm. 
3rd  floor,  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard. 

Botton  —  Hike  up  Ml.  Monadnock,  Dub¬ 
lin,  NH.  Sponsored  by  Boston  Unitarian 
Gays.  Meet  at  Boston  Common,  corner  of 
Charles  and  Beacon.  8:30am  (or  10:30am 
at  the  base  of  Dublin  Trail).  For  further 
Info,  call  227-8167.  Bring  lunch,  good 
walking  shoes  and  warm  clothing. 

Boston  —  Men  Supporting  Lesbian 
Mothers  contingent  meets  at  11:30am  on 
Boston  Common  by  the  State  House.  All 
Interested  men  urged  to  participate. 

Bolton  —  Open  organizational  meeting 
of  the  Boston  Area  Gay  Softball  Commit¬ 
tee.  4em,  Arlington  St.  Church.  For  Info, 
call  Stewart  at  491-8587. 

Bostln  —  Lesbian  Mothers  Day  Rally. 
Supdort  the  rights  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
the  rights  of  all  of  us  to  decide  if,  when, 
and  how  to  have  children.  There  will  be 
music,  entertainment  and  speakers  on 
being  a  lesbian  mother,  child  custody  for 
lesbians  with  children,  welfare,  abortion, 
and  sterilization  abuse.  Child  care  will  be 
provided  at  the  rally.  Join  us  at  noon, 
Boston  Commons  near  the  State  House. 

Boston  —  Benefit  for  Lesbian  Mothers 
Day  Rally.  Disco  with  Jacqui  Mac,  Club 
76,  76  Batterymarch  St.  8pm-2am.  If  you 
need  child  care  please  call  GCN,  426-4469 
and  ask  for  Nancy  Wechsler. 

14  sun 

Cambridge  —  Women's  Softball.  5pm. 
Magazine  Beach  (on  Charles  River  near 
Stop  &  Shop,  10  blocks  south  of  Central 
Sq.).  Bring  bats,  balls,  etc. 

Bolton  —  Baby  Bones  and  Company, 
from  NYC,  will  appear  at  Club  76.  Two 
shows,  5pm  &  8pm.  $2.  donation.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  will  be  used  to  provide  musical 
entertainment  at  the  Mass.  Correctional 
Institution,  Framingham. 

Boston  —  "Committed  Relationships”  a 
program  on  couples,  at  the  Unitarian  Uni- 
versalist  Gay  Caucus,  355  Boylston  St. 
7pm. 

Cambridge  —  CLOSET  SPACE  (WCAS 
740am).  Slnger/songwrlter  Casse  Culver 
sings  and  talks  with  co-host  Lisa 
Schwartz.  9am. 

If  mon 

NYC  —  Demonstration  and  guerrilla  the¬ 
atre  On  lesbian  custody  rights.  Sponsored 
by  Dykes  &  Tykes.  Foley  Square,  opposite 
the  Manhattan  Family  Court  and  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court.  Noon. 


16  tues 

Cambridge  —  The  Boston/Bolae  Com¬ 
mittee  will  sponsor  an  open  workshop  on 
children,  boy-love,  male  sexuality,  femi¬ 
nism  and  an  update  on  the  Boston  witch¬ 
hunt.  At  Redbook,  136  River  St.  6pm. 

17  wed 

Cimbrldgi  —  Open  meeting  for  the  Gay 
Parents  Center  project.  7:30pm.  595  Mass. 
Ave.  2nd  floor.  For  Info:  Holly  at  547-7952. 

Bolton  —  Mid-week  service,  MCC.  8pm  at 
Old  West  Church.  Discussion:  "Bom 
Again,  Political  and  Religious  Implica¬ 
tions." 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Week 
Steering  Committee  Meeting.  7pm, 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.  All  welcome. 

18  thurs 

Boston  —  Free  V.D.  tests  by  The  Gay 
Health  Collective  In  cooperation  with  the 
Mass.  Dept,  of  Public  Health,  7-10pm  at 
The  Club  Baths,  4  LaGrange  St.  Confi¬ 
dential! 

Cambridge  —  The  Oracle,  Poetry/FIctlon 
Workshop  meets  every  Thursday  at  7:30 
pm.  In  the  Goddard  basement  (under  New 
Words).  186  Hampshire  St.  All  women  In¬ 
vited  to  read,  critique  and  perform  your 
work.  50*  donation.  For  Info:  661-8735. 

NYC  —  Marlin  Stone,  author  of  When  God 
Was  a  Woman,  will  speak  at  the  Gay 
Women's  Alternative.  The  Unlversalist 
Church,  Central  Park  West  at  76th  St. 
8pm 

19  Sri 

Botton  —  Disco,  sponsored  by  North¬ 
eastern  University  Gays.  9pm-1am.  $2  ad¬ 
mission.  Free  beer.  356  Ell  Student  Ctr. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Dlgnlty/Harlford-Spring- 
fleld  will  sponsor  its  Third  Anniversary 
Disco  from  8pm-1am  at  Trinity  College. 
Washington  Room  of  Mather  Campus 
Center.  $1.  donation. 

Cambridge  —  Women's  Dance  to  benefit 
the  Women’s  Ball  Fund.  The  Group 
School,  345  Franklin  St.  near  Central  Sq. 
8:30pm  on.  $2  admission.  Info:  491-1575. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Hartford/MCC  wlfl  hold  Its 
annual  meeting  at  8:30pm.  11  Amity  St. 
Info:  522-5575. 

Boston  —  Unitarian  Unlversalist  Gay 
Caucus  Is  going  on  a  weekend  trip  to 
Albany,  NY.  For  more  Info,  contact  Bob 
Wheatley  at  (617)  742-2100. 


Wuhlngton,  DC  —  The  First  National 
Gay  Health  Conference,  sponsored  by  the 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition.  Opening 
the  door  on  Gay  Health  Issues.  All  Soul's 
Church,  16th  and  Harvard  Sts.,  N.W.  May 
19-21.  Write  501  South  44th  St.,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  PA  19104  for  Information. 

20  sat 

Now  Bruniwlck,  NJ  —  Rutgers  Gay  Edu- 
tlonal  Community  Third  Annual  Picnic. 
Bring  bats,  balls  and  frtsbees.  Summit 
Field,  South  Mountain  Reservation.  1pm. 
Info:  (201)  648-5021. 

Cimbrldgi  —  DOB  Spring  Crafts  Fair  and 
Flea  Market,  10am-5pm.  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
Syrian  food.  Rain  or  Shine. 

Cimbrldgi  —  Boston  chapter  of  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women  Is  kick¬ 
ing  off  Its  summer  boycott  of  Warner, 
Elektra  and  Atlantic  Records  today.  Open 
demonstration  at  the  Palmer  St.  entrance 
of  the  Harvard  Coop.  1pm.  Info:  364-8807. 

21  sun 

Botton  —  Unitarian  Universallat  Gay 
Caucus  will  not  meet  this  week. 

Cimbrldgi  —  The  Gay  Academic  Union 
of  New  England  monthly  meeting.  Rev.  Ed 
Hougen  of  MCC  will  speak  on  the  Theol¬ 
ogy  of  Liberation.  2-4pm.  Phillips  Brooke 
House,  Harvard  Yard. 

Bolton  —  The  Homophlle  Community 
Health  Service  is  holding  Its  Spring 
Brunch  benefit  a\_the  Parker  House  Roof¬ 
top  Ballroom.  Speakers  will  discuss  the 
past  and  the  future  of  HCHS.  For  Info  and 
reservations,  call  542-5186. 

Cambridge  —  CLOSET  SPACE  (WCAS 
740am)  hosts  gubernatorial  candidate 
Barbarta  Ackerman.  9am. 

22  mon 

Bos  ton  —  Free  V.D.  tests  by  the  Gay 
Health  Collective  In  cooperation  with  the 
Mass.  Dept,  of  Public  Health.  7-10pm  at 
the  Regency  Health  Center,  11  Otis  St. 
Confidential! 

Boiton  —  Planning  meeting  for  all  those 
Interested  In  forming  a  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social  Work¬ 
ers.  8pm.  Call  Gary  Drake  at  (617)  566-6505 
for  location. 

23  tues 

NYC  —  "Love-Mature  Gay  Style",  the  ro- 
manic  and  sexual  problems  and  lifestyles 
of  older  gay  men  and  woman  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed.  8:30pm.  West  Side  Dlscuselon 
Group,  26  Ninth  Ave.  at  14th  St. 


Wnhlngton,  DC  —  The  opening  of  the 
American  Film  Institute's  program  The 
Cillulold  Cfoast  Homosexuality  In  the 
Clmm a.  Tonight  Is  the  Washington  pre¬ 
miere  of  Word  It  Out,  itorln  of  ram  of 
our  lives.  Tickets  are  *3.50. 8:30pm  at  the 
Kennedy  Center.  The  program  will  run 
through  July  6.  for  a  schedule  and  Infor-' 
■nation,  call  (202)  633-9300. 

24  wed 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Teachers 
meeting  at  355  Boylston  St.  All  teachers, 
ex-teachersi  schoolworkers  welcome. 
7pm.  sharp. 

25  thurs 

NYC  —  Doris  Lunden  will  speak  on 
Women  and  Classism  at  the  Gay 
Women’s  Alternative.  The  Unlversalist 
Church,  Central  Park  West  at  76th  St. 
8pm. 

27  sat 

Tallahassee,  FL  —  Third  Annual  Florida 
Gay  Conference.  Speakers  and  over  fifty 
workshops.  Campus  of  the  Florida  State 
Unlv.  In  Tallahassee.  Write  the  Alliance 
for  Gay  Awareness,  P.O.  Box  U-6573, 
F.S.U.,  Tallahassee,  FL  32313  for  Info. 

28  sun 

Boiton  —  U.U.G.C.  will  replay  a  tape  of 
John  Gerassl's  address  to  the  Boston/ 
Boise  Committee.  7pm.  355  Boylston  St. 

30  tues 

NYC  —  "Backroom  Bar  Sex":  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  what  goes  on  In  backroom  bars. 
West  Side  Discussion  Group,  26  Ninth 
Ave.  at  14th  St.  8:30pm 

l  thurs 

NYC  —  Midge  Costanza  will  speak  at  the 
Gay  Women's  Alternative.  The  Universal- 
ist  Church,  Central  Park  West  at  76th  St. 
8pm. 

3  sat 

Princeton,  NJ  —  The  Gay  Alllance/Prfnce- 
ton  will  hold  an  alumni  reunion  and  recep¬ 
tion  from  4  to  6:30pm  at  the  Library,  83 
Prospect.  Prlncetonians  of  all  classes  and 
their  friends  welcome.  Champagne,  etc. 

10  sat 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Carnival 
In  the  Fenway. 
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